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Abstract

With the rapid grown of informational and visual services, larger capacity and higher-speed
transmissions are demanded in today’s cellular network, which makes the current wireless
networks eventually fail to deal with the growing total traffic. As a result, the way of
achieving large capacity and high-speed transmission has undoubtedly been a critical task
for the next generation mobile service carriers.

Radio-over-fiber (RoF) is one of the promising solutions to the exploding traffic, which
can incorporate with Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM), namely OFDM-
RoF, to resolve the capacity thirst with relatively lower cost.

In this thesis, two OFDM-RoF systems under different transmission schemes are studied
regarding their end-to-end bit-error-rate (BER) performances. Particularly, a baseband
OFDM-RoF system is simulated and analyzed by Matlab, where the nonlinear effect of the
MZM transfer function will be focused in the first system, while the BER performance of
the optical transmission line under various laser powers and fiber lengths will be considered
in the second. Finally, the BER of the two systems are compared under different M-QAM
modulations.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Motivation

Radio-over-fiber (RoF) is one of the promising solutions to deal with growing Internet
traffic on the wireless mobile systems. By incorporating Orthogonal Frequency Division
Multiplexing (OFDM) and the electro-optic device Mach-Zehnder modulators (MZMs),
OFDM-RoF has been considered the next-generation wireless access technology that en-
abling cost effective bandwidth provisioning.

Previous studies on bit-error-rate (BER) analysis mostly focus on the effect of MZM on
the optical fiber link [5]. In this thesis, we go one step further by investigating two OFDM-
RoF transmission scenarios, where the end-to-end BER performance of OFDM-RoF system
is simulated and analyzed. In the first scenario, the study focuses on the nonlinear effect of
the MZM transfer function utilizing Matlab, while in the second, a different transmission
scheme is implemented using a commercial software package, Optisystem, where the BER
performance of the optical link is simulated under different Laser powers and fiber lengths.
Finally, the BER of the two systems are compared under various M-QAM modulations.

1.2 Techniques

To achieve large capacity and high data rate, straightforward methods include reduction
of cell sizes and exploration of unused bandwidths such as millimeter wave (mm-wave)
frequencies. However, considering the installation and maintenance of the network infras-
tructure, these solutions may lead to extraordinarily high cost. Radio-over fiber (RoF) has
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been considered a promising approach that can achieve high-speed transmissions at very
low cost provided with the existing fiber backbone infrastructure [13] [21].
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function on the first system. On the other hand, the end-to-end BER of the other OFDM-ROF system 

applying a different scheme of transmission is also proposed using commercial software Optisystem. 

The BER performance of the optical link part of the second system is simulated under different Laser 

powers and fiber lengths. Finally, the BER of the two systems are compared under different M-QAM 

modulations. 

1.2 Techniques 

To achieve large capacity and high data rate, the alternatives could be reducing cell size and 

exploiting the unused bandwidths at millimeter wave (mm-wave) frequencies to avoid spectral 

congestion in lower frequency bands. However, considering the high installation and maintenance 

costs, reducing the radio cell size or raising the carrier frequency leads to expensive radio systems. 

The traditional wireless backbone becomes a heavy burden to the growing network. 

  On the other hand, an optical fiber backbone is an ideal alternative to complement for the wireless 

backbone for the transportation of future high-throughput aggregated traffic from all remote antenna 

base-stations, because of its low-loss and wide bandwidth characteristics. With the Radio-over fiber 

(ROF) system, we can easily achieve high-speed transmission at very low cost thanks to the fiber 

backbone [1-3]. 

 

Fig1.2 The radio-over-fiber network 

Fig. 1.2 shows a typical ROF network. The central office (CO) works as the gateway to the optical 

metropolitan backbone and also serves a large number of widely distributed antenna base stations 

(BSs) and remote nodes (RNs). The low-cost optical backbone will be utilized to reduce the cost in 

the transmission to BSs. 

Figure 1.1: System diagram for Radio-over-fiber (RoF)

Fig. 1.1 shows a general architecture of RoF. the central office (CO) works as the
gateway to the optical metropolitan backbone formed by the RoF and also serves a large
number of widely distributed antenna base stations (BSs) and remote nodes (RNs). Low-
cost optical backbone will be utilized to reduce the cost in the transmission to BSs.

Another issue is that the fiber dispersion will cause some non-linearity problems when
applying fiber in transmission. Recently, the concept of Orthogonal Frequency Division
Multiplexing (OFDM) has been applied to reduce the effect of dispersion in high-speed
optical communication systems [26]. OFDM is one of the multicarrier modulation forms,
using a number of harmonically related narrowband subcarriers to transmit a single high-
speed information bearing stream [7]. By incorporating with Mach-Zehnder modulators
(MZMs), the optical OFDM transmission system can achieve the lowest optical loss and
the highest optical power handling capability. Applying such techniques, the OFDM-RoF
system will have advantages in high speed transmission.

1.3 Organization

The thesis is organized as follows: Chapter 1 is an introduction; Chapter 2 provides essen-
tial background of Radio-over-fiber, OFDM-RoF systems and Mach-Zehnder modulators;

2



Chapter 3 provides an end-to-end BER analysis of a baseband OFDM-RoF system over
Rayleigh fading channel; Chapter 4 presents a simulation of an analog OFDM-RoF system
design by Optisystem, and the end-to-end BER of the system is also studied. Finally, the
conclusions and discussions are given in Chapter 5.

3



Chapter 2

Background review

This chapter provides the background of Radio-over-fiber (RoF), Orthogonal Frequency
Division Multiplexing (OFDM) RoF systems, and Mach-Zehnder Modulator (MZM).

2.1 Radio-over-fiber (RoF)

The radio-over-fiber (RoF) technology serves as a cost-effective last-mile access approach
for the next generation radio access networks (RANs) [12]. It aims to save the operation
and infrastructure cost by sharing common optical communication backbone with other
carriers. Fig. 2.1 shows the structure of a typical RoF system that integrates both optical
and wireless access networks via a common unified backbone [17]. The base stations (BSs)
can be either traditional BS or simply a remote antenna unit, by which the management
complexity can be minimized.
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Figure 2.1: An illustration of an RoF access system [17]

In the RoF transmission systems, the electrical signal can be modulated onto the optical
carrier by using either direct or external modulation and transmitted over the optical
fiber. There are generally three transmission schemes of the fiber-wireless network based
on the types of the transmitted electrical signal, which are baseband (BB) signal, analog
radio frequency signal (analog RF) and digitized radio frequency signal (digitized RF)
transmission over fiber.

Because of the nonlinearity fact of the transmitter and the chromatic dispersion over
fiber, the analog RF signal (Fig. 2.2a) is subject to limited dynamic range, and this problem
becomes more severe at higher RF carrier frequencies. In the second case of using BB over
the fiber transmission (Fig. 2.2b), the problem of dispersion could be less significant at the
expense of higher complexity in processing the baseband signals. In the third scheme as
shown in Fig. 2.2c, the analog RF signal is digitized by bandpass sampling before launched
in optical fiber in order to make the signal less sensitive to fiber dispersion [24].
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Figure 2.2: Transmission schemes of (a) Analog RoF (b) BB over fiber (c) Digitized RoF
[13]

Based on these transmission schemes, a large number of researches in RoF systems have
focused on improving the system performance by applying innovation techniques or devices.
T.Van studied an RoF system with EDFA and a coherent receiver. The transmission length
and signal quality can be significantly improved by implementing EDFA-Coherent detection
[21]. Results show that digitized RoF transmission can realize better performance and
higher linearity comparing to the analog RoF link, and increase system efficiency in terms
of longer transmission distance, lower received optical power, and simpler BS structure
[25]. Other modulation techniques such as optical-single-sideband-with-carrier (OSSB+C)
are proposed to overcome the chromatic dispersion of fiber [20]. Note that all the above
studies focused on the performance of the optical link, while the end-to-to-end BER with
regard to the RF channel has never been considered.

6



2.2 Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM)

RoF systems

Despite the convenience and simplicity, the RoF system suffers from the fiber dispersion
problems, while Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) is capable of dealing
with the fiber dispersion [6]. By incorporating OFDM with RoF, the OFDM-RoF system
is superior in spectrum utilization and resistance of Intersymbol Interference (ISI).

 

 35 

 

Fig4.1 Simulation scheme for optical link part of OFDM-ROF system 

To analyze the BER performance, a simulation scheme is proposed. Fig.4.1 shows the general 

transmission scheme of optical link part of the OFDM-ROF simulation system. First part of the 

system is the OFDM modulation, and the function of it is transforming the original binary sequence, 

performing M-QAM coding and IFFT. Then the modulated OFDM signal is launched into the fiber 

by an MZM and LASER. At the receiver side, the direct demodulation method is used to get the 

original signal and the BER of the optical link part is calculated. The BER is compared under 

different Laser powers and transmission distances. 

To calculate the end-to-end BER of the system, the BER from the optical link is utilized to build a 

binary sequence with a BERopt. This sequence with error is then OFDM modulated and transmitted 

over the Rayleigh fading channel. The end-to-end BER is calculated after demodulation. Although we 

didn't calculate the BER directly, the BER from end to end can be simulated by this method. 

Figure 2.3: The block diagram of the OFDM-RoF system

Fig. 2.3 shows the block diagram of an OFDM-RoF system. It can be divided into
several functional blocks, including OFDM modulator, the fiber-optic transmission and
OFDM demodulator. Compared with using general FDM signals, the OFDM signal is
transmitted over the fiber to reduce the effect of fiber dispersion.

Extensive research efforts have been addressed on the OFDM-RoF systems. Rao et al.
investigated its BER performance by using different types of fiber, such as single mode
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fiber (SMF) and dispersion compensated fiber (DCF) [18]. To handle the phase noise and
nonlinear distortion of the OFDM-RoF systems, C. Wei, et al. established an experimental
set-up of long-reach OFDM-RoF system at 60 GHz, where the phase noise compensation
and bit-loading algorithms are employed [23]. A. Islam et al. investigated the OFDM-
RoF link regarding its nonlinear performance and found that the OFDM-RoF system is
less sensitive to the non-linear distortion of Mach-Zehnder modulator than that with the
conventional single-carrier RoF system [10].

It is clear that the nonlinear effect of MZM critically limits the overall BER performance
of the system [3], which will be further detailed in the next section.

2.3 Mach-Zehnder Modulator

Direct modulation of the laser sources is the simplest way of intensity modulation. How-
ever, the relative intensity noise (RIN) and distortions raise sharply when the modulation
frequency reaches up to the relaxation resonance frequency of a semiconductor laser. Be-
sides, direct modulation falls short in the case of long-distance transmission due to the large
frequency chirp, especially for digital applications. Mach-Zehnder Modulators (MZMs),
which serve as the most cost-effective and low-complexity external modulation approach
in optical communications, can resolve the situation thanks to their lowest optical loss and
the highest optical power handling capability. Fig. 2.4 shows the procedure of external
modulation, where a constant-amplitude light signal is launched in an external modulator
from the optical source, and the output signal of the modulator is a time-varying optical
signal in a linear relation with the electrical driving signal.
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Fig.2.4 External modulation of a Laser diode 

The optical property of a dielectric material is not stable under every circumstance. It can be changed 

by an electro-optic effect due to the presence of a static or low-frequency electric field. 

Electro-optic (EO) effect is the fact that the optical refractive index is changed in nonlinear optical 

(NLO) crystals in the presence of electric field.  

Not all the crystals have this EO effect. Currently, LiNbO3 is one of the most widely used materials 

for the electro-optic devices manufacturing. Optical waveguides made of LiNbO3 are generally 

superior in high EO coefficient, low optical loss and high optical coupling efficiency with single-

mode optical fiber. For these reasons above, LiNbO3 MZ modulators are commonly used in the 

optical transmission. 

To make use of EO effect, the change of optical refractive index results in the difference in optical 

phase, and this can be converted into intensity modulation in a Mach–Zehnder interferometer. 

2.3.3 Basics of Mach-Zehnder Modulator 

The Mach-Zehnder Modulation is a kind of optical intensity modulators. And it is voltage controlled, 

which means that the transfer function of the MZM is the output optical power as a function of the 

applied voltage. The transfer function of the modulator is important because it describes the 

modulation frequency and the linearity of the modulator. The linearity of a modulator is determined 

Laser diode Optical modulator 

Constant optical 

output power 

Modulated optical 

output power 

Bias current Electronic modulation current 

Figure 2.4: External modulation of a Laser diode

The optical property of a dielectric material can be changed by an electro-optic effect
due to the presence of a static or low-frequency electric field. Electro-optic (EO) effect is
the fact that the optical refractive index is changed in nonlinear optical (NLO) crystals in
the presence of electric field. Currently, LiNbO3 is one of the most widely used materials for
the electro-optic devices manufacturing. Optical waveguides made of LiNbO3 are generally
superior in high EO coefficient, low optical loss and high optical coupling efficiency with
single-mode optical fiber.

To make use of EO effect, the change of optical refractive index results in the difference
in optical phase, which can be converted into intensity modulation in a MachZehnder
interferometer [11].

MZM is a class of guided-wave electro-optic phase modulators, which can be utilized
to build up waveguide interferometers for effective amplitude modulation of guided optical
waves, which means that the transfer function of the MZM is the output optical power
with respect to the applied voltage. A Mach-Zehnder waveguide interferometer is made up
of two parallel waveguides connected at the input and output ends. The two waveguides
are generally connected by beam-splitting and beam-combining optical couplers. One of
the typical couplers is a Y-junction waveguide, which is shown in Fig. 2.5.
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263 6.4 Guided-wave electro-optic modulators

electro-optically controlled coupling and conversion between guided modes of differ-
ent polarizations. Other functions, such as frequency filtering, are also possible using
guided-wave devices. Preferably, single-mode waveguide devices are used to attain the
best performance at the lowest modulation voltage.

Mach–Zehnder waveguide interferometers

Guided-wave electro-optic phase modulators can be used to construct waveguide in-
terferometers for effective amplitude modulation of guided optical waves. A Mach–
Zehnder waveguide interferometer consists of two parallel waveguides connected at
the input and output ends, respectively, by beam-splitting and beam-combining optical
couplers. These couplers can be Y-junction waveguides, as in the devices shown in
Fig. 6.8, or directional couplers, as shown in Fig. 6.9. Modulation electric fields are

(a) (b)

Figure 6.8 Mach–Zehnder waveguide interferometric modulator using Y junctions fabricated on
(a) an x-cut, y-propagating LiNbO3 substrate and (b) a z-cut, x-propagating LiNbO3 substrate. The
x̂ , ŷ, and ẑ unit vectors represent the principal axes of the crystal.

(a) (b)

Figure 6.9 Balanced-bridge interferometers fabricated on z-cut, x-propagating LiNbO3 substrates
using (a) bent waveguides and (b) straight waveguides. Isolation between the two arms of the
interferometer is accomplished with a large separation in (a) and an etched slot in (b). The x̂ , ŷ, and
ẑ unit vectors represent the principal axes of the crystal.

Figure 2.5: The layout of a Y-junction MZM [15]

The input optical signal is divided into two equal portions at its optical input port
by using an optical splitter. The two separate waveguides are often known as two arms
of MZM to propagate the split signal [15]. In an MZM, one or both of these waveguides
are designed as electro-optic (EO) waveguides. The optical phase is modulated by an
applied voltage along the waveguides. The optical waves passing through the two arms
are combined as a single mode near the combiner resulting in a maximum intensity output
when these two are in phase, or as a higher order spatial mode, resulting in a minimum
intensity output when these two are out of phase, where most part of the optical output
will become an unguided wave.

The output optical field amplitude of the MZM is given by the Eq. (2.1)

Aout =

√
2

2
(A1e

jΦ1 + A2e
jΦ2) (2.1)

where A1 and A2 are the input optical amplitudes in the two arms, respectively, A2
1 +A2

2

is the total optical input power Pin, and Φ1 and Φ2 are the optical phase delays of the two
arms.

Pin = A2
1 + A2

2 (2.2)

The output optical power can be calculated as Eq. (2.3):

Pout = |Aout|2 =
1

2
[A2

1 + A2
2 + 2A1A2cos(Φ1 − Φ2)] (2.3)
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There are two parts of the phase difference: one is the phase difference at zero applied
voltage; and the other is the phase difference caused by the applied voltage. When only
one arm is modulated, the phase difference becomes:

∆Φ = γ∆n
2π

λ
L (2.4)

where ∆n is the optical index change in the active layer of the waveguide; γ is the
optical confinement factor, which is the confined portion of optical mode in the active
layer, γ∆n is the index change for the optical mode; λ is the optical wavelength; L is the
modulation length. If both of the two arms are modulated in a pushpull mode, where the
phase changes in the two arms are opposite to each other, the overall phase change ∆Φ is
doubled. If the modulation is based on the EO effect, then

∆n =
1

2
n3

0rij
V

d
(2.5)

Where n0 is the optical index of the active layer at zero applied voltage; rij is the relevant
EO coefficient, which is relevant to the material, optical polarization and electrode design;
V is the applied voltage; d is the spatial gap between the electrodes where the voltage V
is applied. We can get the Eq. (2.6) and (2.7) by combining these equations:

∆Φ =
π

λ
n3

0rij
γL

d
=
πV

Vπ
(2.6)

and

Vπ =
λ

n3
0rij

d

γL
(2.7)

Vπ is the electrical voltage value at which the phase shift induced by voltage reaches π
or 180◦. It is a very important parameter for the MZM, as it determines the linear region
of the MZM.

The transfer function of MZM is given by Eq. (2.8) [16]

Eout = (
1

2
e
j
πVa
2Vπ +

γ

2
e
j
πVb
2Vπ )Ein (2.8)
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where Eout is the output field of MZM; Ein is the input optical field; Va and Vb are
applied electrical voltages which are related to the input data; γ ∈ [0, 1] is the imperfectness
parameter of MZM, and it is the parameter about the imbalance of the two arms of MZM.

As the MZM is in a push-pull configuration with a differential input data (Va = −Vb),
when γ = 1, the output optical field is a sinusoidal function as Eq. (2.9).

Eout = cos(
πVa
2Vπ

)Ein (2.9)

Since the transfer function of MZM is not a linear function, the nonlinear distortion
will occur when implementing MZM in the system.
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Chapter 3

The end-to-end BER simulation of a
baseband OFDM-RoF system

In this chapter, a baseband OFDM-RoF system is simulated and analyzed by Matlab,
where the nonlinear effect of the MZM transfer function will be focused. The end-to-end
BER of the downlink system is calculated under different modulation schemes. The result
analysis also compares the BER between external modulation scheme implementing the
MZM and direct modulation scheme without the MZM.

3.1 The schematic model of the baseband OFDM-

RoF system

The baseband OFDM-RoF system is described in Fig. 3.1. It can be seen that the system
generally consists of several parts, i.e., OFDM modulation, optical link, HPA and RF
channel and OFDM demodulation, where the OFDM signal is generated by the OFDM
modulation part; the electric-to-optic (EO) conversion, fiber transmission and optic-to-
electric (OE) conversion are done within the optical link part; the signal is then transformed
by a high-power-amplifier (HPA) and broadcast over the Rayleigh fading channel. Finally,
the received signal is demodulated by the OFDM demodulation part and BER of the
system is calculated.
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Figure 3.1: Transmission scheme of a baseband OFDM-RoF system

Fig. 3.2 depicts the detailed block diagram of the baseband OFDM-RoF system simu-
lation, where the types of signal are identified between the blocks. The simulation build-up
of each block is introduced in the following sections. Since the MZM is the only device
that has a nonlinear transfer function, the MZM effect on the system BER performance is
carefully examined.

14



 

 17 

 

Fig.3.2 Transmission scheme of the baseband OFDM-ROF system 

In this baseband scheme, the MZM is the only device that has a nonlinear transfer function. In this 

case, the MZM effect on the RF channel is carefully examined. Direct modulation is taken as a 

reference to compare the system BER without the presence of MZM.  In this case, the electrical to 

optical conversion using direct modulation is considered to be ideal. There is no nonlinear effect 

drawn by the MZM in the control group. 

Here are the steps of modeling: 

1. Generate original baseband signal using random binary generator. 

2. Reshape the original data matrix and modulate into different modulation, i.e., BPSK, 4-QAM, 

16-QAM, 64-QAM to compare the results under different modulation schemes. 

3. Add cyclic prefix and modulate into OFDM signal. The FFT size is fixed. 

4. Change the signal using MZM and HPA. The character of MZM and HPA are introduced. 

5. The signal is then broadcast over the Rayleigh fading channel. The number of multi-paths is 

fixed. 

6. Demodulate the received signal and calculate the BER. Compare the BER pattern under different 

QAM modulation schemes and also compare the BER performances between direct modulation 

without MZM and external modulation with MZM. 

OFDM 

Modulation 

Baseband signal Optical Link 

(AWGN 

channel) 

MZM Optical signal 

OFDM 

Demodulation 

Rayleigh 

Fading 

Channel 

RF signal 
HPA 

RF signal 

Figure 3.2: Block diagram of the baseband OFDM-RoF system simulation

3.2 OFDM Modulation

The original input data is generated by a random binary generator to form the original
serial data vector, which has a total number of N . In order to make the serial binary
data M-QAM modulated, the serial data vector is reshaped into an m × n matrix, where
N = m × n, and m = log2M . When the symbols are BPSK modulated, this step can be
skipped.
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3.2 OFDM Modulation 

The original data is generated by a random binary generator. The probabilities of generating 1 and 0 

are equal. These generated binary symbols form the original serial data vector. The total number of 

the symbols is N. 

In order to make the serial binary data M-QAM modulated, the serial data vector is reshaped to an 

m× n matrix, where N= m× n, and m = Log2M. When the symbols are BPSK modulated, this step 

can be skipped. 

 

Fig.3.3 Regroup of the data 

The next step is M-QAM modulation. The Quadrature Amplitude Modulation (QAM) has both the 

characters of amplitude-shift and phase-shift keying. The amplitude and phase are modulated as two 

independent parameters in QAM. The signal can be expressed as 

Xn(t)  = a(n) cosωnt + b(n) sinωnt 

= γ(n) cos(ωnt + ψn)                                                        (3-1)    

where 

γ(n) = �a2(n) + b2(n)                                                       (3-2) 

and 

 

ψn = tan−1 �b(n)
a(n)�   n = 0,1, … , N − 1                                          (3-3) 

According to IEEE 802.11a standard [28], the regrouped binary symbols are M-QAM modulated. The 

bit-encoding constellation is shown in Fig.3.4. The bit-encoding table is presented in Fig.3.5, where 

b0 is related to the I value in BPSK; For QPSK, b0 is related to the I value and b1 is related to the Q 

n symbols n symbols 

 

... n symbols 

 

m groups 

Figure 3.3: Regroup of the data

The next step is M-QAM modulation. The Quadrature Amplitude Modulation (QAM)
involves both amplitude-shift and phase-shift keying, where the amplitude and phase of a
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QAM signal are modulated as two independent parameters. The signal can be expressed
as Eq. (3.1):

Xn(t) = a(n) cos(ωnt) + b(n) sin(ωnt)

= γ(n) cos(ωnt+ ψn)
(3.1)

where

γ(n) =
√

(a2(n) + b2(n)) (3.2)

and

Ψn = tan−1 b(n)

a(n)
n = 0, 1, , N − 1 (3.3)

According to IEEE 802.11a standard [1], the regrouped binary symbols are M-QAM
modulated. The bit-encoding constellation is shown in Fig. 3.4, and the bit-encoding table
is presented in Table. 3.2, where b0 is related to the I value in BPSK; for QPSK, b0 is
related to the I value and b1 is related to the Q value; b0b1 is related to the I value and
b2b3 is related to determines the Q value in 16-QAM; for 64-QAM, b0b1b2 is related to the
I value and b3b4b5 is related to the Q value. The M-QAM encoding is performed according
to the encoding table in Matlab simulation.

The QAM signal should be normalized according to the KMOD. The signal (I + jQ)
value of a QAM signal is multiplied by the normalization factor KMOD, as described in
Eq. (3.4):

d = (I + jQ)KMOD (3.4)

The KMOD factor is determined by Table. 3.1

Modulation KMOD

BPSK 1

QPSK 1/
√

2

16-QAM 1/
√

10

64-QAM 1/
√

42

Table 3.1: KMOD factors of different modulation
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Figure 3.4: IEEE 802.11a Standard bit-encoding constellation of BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM
and 64-QAM [1]
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BPSK encoding table 

Input bit(b0) I-out Q-out 

0 -1 0 

1 1 0 

QPSK encoding table 

Input bit(b0) I-out 

0 -1 

1 1 

 

16-QAM encoding table 

Input bit(b0b1) I-out 

00 -3 

01 -1 

11 1 

10 3 

 

16-QAM encoding table 

Input bit(b0b1b2) I-out 

000 -7 

001 -5 

011 -3 

010 -1 

110 1 

111 3 

101 5 

100 7 

 

 

 

Input bit(b1) Q-out 

0 -1 

1 1 

Input bit(b2 b3) Q-out 

00 -3 

01 -1 

11 1 

10 3 

Input bit(b3b4b5) Q-out 

000 -7 

001 -5 

011 -3 

010 -1 

110 1 

111 3 

101 5 

100 7 

Table 3.2: IEEE 802.11a Standard bit-encoding table

After the signal is QAM modulated, the signal is performed inverse discrete Fourier
transform (IDFT) to be converted into the OFDM signal. The DFT and IDFT of signal
s(k), k = 0, 1, 2, ..., K − 1 is shown in Eq. (3.5) and (3.6), respectively:
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S(n) =
1√
K

K−1∑
k=0

s(k)e−j(2π/K)nk (3.5)

s(k) =
1√
K

K−1∑
k=0

S(n)ej(2π/K)nk (3.6)

The OFDM signals are obtained after the IDFT progress.

3.3 Mach-Zehnder Modulator Transfer Function

The modulated OFDM signal is transformed by MZM with a transfer function given in Eq.
(2.9). In this study, the bandwidth of MZM is assumed to be wider than the bandwidth
of OFDM signal. The transfer function of MZM is plotted according to the Eq. (2.9) in
Fig. 3.5, with a typical Vπ = 6V [15].
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Figure 3.5: The transfer function of MZM (Vπ = 6V )
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Because of the cosine behavior of the function, the non-linear distortion may cause
sharp increase in the bit-error-rate when the OFDM signal is MZM external modulated.

Bohara and Ting built up an equivalent polynomial model for non-linear power ampli-
fiers [4], and this method can be used for the modeling of MZM as well. When φbias of
this transfer function is 3π/2, the baseband equivalent polynomial model for the output
electrical field of the MZM is described with Eq. (3.7):

yn =
K∑
k=1

ak(xn)k, k − odd (3.7)

where the discrete vector xn is the applied voltage and yn is the output of the MZM. n
is the discrete time domain samples, ak is the nonlinear odd coefficients, and k is the order
of nonlinearity. A third order polynomial approximation of MZM, which is in the working
region of 3Vπ ± Vπ, can be expressed by Eq. (3.8) [16]:

yn = a1xn + a3(xn)3 (3.8)
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The relation of xn  and yn  is shown in Fig.3.8. 

 

Fig.3.8 The polynomial model of MZM 

Although direct modulation has severe disadvantages in the high-speed transmission systems, direct 

modulation can be taken as a reference to examine how MZM will affect the BER of RF channel. 

Under this condition, the MZM is not used and no nonlinear noise is introduced in electrical to optical 

conversion. 

3.4 The rest of the optical link 

Fig.3.9 shows a typical transfer function of a photodetector. As we can see from the figure, the output 

voltage has linear response vs the input optical power within the working region. 
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Figure 3.6: The polynomial model of MZM

The relation of xn and yn is shown in Fig. 3.6, which is used in Matlab simulation of
MZM.

3.4 The rest of the optical link

The rest part of the optical link includes the single mode fiber and photodetector. Fig. 3.7
shows a typical transfer function of a photodetector, where the output voltage has a linear
response versus the input optical power within the working region.
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941 14.2 Photodetector performance parameters

(b) When the detector has a 50 � load resistance, it has a detectivity

D = 1

NEP
= 1

364 × 10−9
W−1 = 2.75 × 106 W−1

and a specific detectivity

D∗ = (AB)1/2

NEP
= (5 × 10−2 × 100 × 106)1/2

364 × 10−9
cm Hz1/2 W−1

= 6.14 × 109 cm Hz1/2 W−1.

We find that when the photodetector is loaded with a 50 � resistance, its detectivity
and specific detectivity are limited by the resistive thermal noise and are much lower
than its intrinsic detectivity and specific detectivity, which are limited by the shot noise
from its dark current.

Linearity and dynamic range

Linearity of a photodetector is defined by the response of the detector being linear,
meaning that its output current or voltage signal is linearly proportional to its input
optical signal. Linear response is required for a photodetector to convert the waveform
of an input optical signal faithfully to an output electrical signal without distortion.
When a photodetector has a linear response, its quantum efficiency ηe and responsiv-
ity R defined above are constants that are independent of the power Ps of the input
optical signal. However, every practical photodetector only has a finite range of linear
response, as shown in Fig. 14.1. As the power of the input optical signal reaches a
certain level, the response of a photodetector starts to saturate, thereby deviating from
linearity.

(a) (b)

d d

dd

Figure 14.1 Typical response characteristics as a function of the power of the input optical signal
for (a) a photodetector with an output current signal and (b) a photodetector with an output voltage
signal.

Figure 3.7: The response of a typical photodetector as a function of input optical power
vs output voltage [15]

The attenuation and dispersion of a single mode fiber can be described by Eq. (3.9)
and (3.10), respectively:

Pout(dBm) = Pin(dBm)− α(dB · km−1)L(km) (3.9)

σ(ps) = D(ps · km−1 · nm−1)L(km)λ(nm) (3.10)

The signal spread caused by the fiber dispersion is very small for 50 km fiber transmis-
sion distance after calculation and it has little effect on the baseband OFDM transmission,
which is ignored in the simulation. The noise of the fiber can also be ignored compared
with the noise of photodetector. Since the transfer function of photodetector is linear, the
noise can be considered as a white Gaussian noise with an SNR defined in Eq. (3.11) [26]:

SNRPD = R2P 2
in/(

4kBTFn∆f

RL

+ 2qRPin∆f) (3.11)

where R is the responsivity of the photodetector, T is temperature, kB is Boltzmann
constant, q is the electric charge, RL is the load resistor to convert output current to a
voltage signal, ∆f = BDR/2 is the bandwidth, and Fn is the receiver noise figure. There
is no nonlinear noise drawn from the fiber and the photodetector.

In conclusion, the rest of the optical link is modelled as an AWGN channel, whose SNR
is mainly decided by the noise of photodetector.
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3.5 HPA and Rayleigh fading channel

In order to clip the signal amplitude to an appropriate level, a soft limiter high power
amplifier (HPA) is used ahead of the Rayleigh fading channel [14].The relation between
the input signal F (t) = x(t)eiθ(t) and the output signal y(t)eiθ(t) can be expressed by Eq.
(3.12):

y(t) = y = h(x) =


− A if |x(t)| 5 −A
x(t) if |x(t)| < A

A if |x(t)| = A

(3.12)

where A and −A is the clipping threshold of the HPA.

The signal is then broadcast over a Rayleigh fading channel, which is randomly de-
layed, reflected, scattered, and diffracted by buildings and obstacles. Multipath fading is
composed of the constructive and destructive of these signal components, which can be
modelled by the Rayleigh multipath fading channel [19].

For a Rayleigh distributed random variable, the average power can be described as:

Ω = E[a2] = 2σ2 (3.13)

In this case, the channel fading amplitude a is distributed according to

fa(a) =
2a

Ω
exp(
−a2

Ω
) (3.14)

The channel response of Rayleigh fading is Gaussian progress with zero mean and
variance of Ω/2 , which supported by Matlab.

3.6 OFDM Demodulation

The OFDM demodulation is the exact inverse operation of the OFDM modulation. Dis-
crete Fourier Transform (DFT) is performed to reconstruct the M-QAM data after passing
through the Rayleigh fading channel. The received data matrix is reshaped and demodu-
lated by an M-QAM demodulator, and the decimal data is then reconverted to the binary
data. The detailed progress is shown in Fig. 3.8.
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3.6 OFDM Demodulation 

The OFDM Demodulation part is the exact inverse part of the OFDM modulation. Fast Fourier 

Transform (FFT) is performed to get the M-QAM data after the Rayleigh fading channel. The 

received data matrix is reshaped and demodulated by an M-QAM demodulator. The decimal data is 

then reconverted to the binary data. The detailed progress is shown in Fig.3.10. 

 

Fig.3.10 The OFDM Demodulation 

We can compare the final data with the original data to calculate the error numbers and bit error rate. 

The result analysis is in the next section. 

3.7 Result analysis 

After we get the final data, the BER of the system is calculated as following: 

BER = nrr
Nsym

                                                                (3-18) 

where nrr  is the error symbol number and Nsym  is the total number of symbol transmitted. 

Eb
N0
�  is the energy per bit to noise power spectral density ratio. It is a normalized signal-to-noise 

ratio (SNR) measure, which is also known as the "SNR per bit". It can be used to compare the 

performance of different modulation schemes without taking bandwidth into consideration. 

The theoretical BER of BPSK modulation scheme over Rayleigh fading channel is given as 

following [28]: 

Pb = 1
2

(1 −�
Eb

N0
�

1+Eb
N0
�

)                                                    (3-19) 

Fig.3.11 shows both simulated and theoretical BER vs Eb
N0
�  plot of the OFDM-ROF system using 

BPSK modulation over Rayleigh fading channel. 
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Figure 3.8: The OFDM Demodulation

3.7 Result analysis

Based on the simulation model described in the previous sections, the simulation steps are
summarized as follows:

1. Generate original baseband signal with random binary generator.

2. Reshape the original data matrix and modulate into different modulation, i.e., BPSK,
4-QAM, 16-QAM, 64-QAM.

3. Perform IDFT to modulate into OFDM signal.

4. Change the signal using MZM and HPA applying their transfer functions.

5. Add an additive white Gaussian noise to the signal caused by the photodetector.

6. Transform the signal with the Rayleigh fading channel model.

7. Demodulate the received signal and calculate the BER.

The BER of the system is calculated by comparing the final data output data sequence
with the original one, which is shown in the Eq. (3.15):

BER =
nrr
Nsym

(3.15)

where nrr is the number of error symbol and Nsym is the total number of symbol
transmitted.

Eb/N0 is the energy per bit to noise power spectral density ratio. It is a normalized
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) measure, which is also known as the “SNR per bit”. It can be
used to compare the performance of different modulation schemes without taking band-
width into consideration.
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The theoretical BER of BPSK modulation scheme over Rayleigh fading channel is given
by Eq. (3.16) [22]:

Pb =
1

2
(1−

√
EbN0

1 + EbN0

) (3.16)

Fig. 3.9 shows both simulated and theoretical BER vs Eb/N0 plot of the OFDM-RoF
system using BPSK modulation over Rayleigh fading channel. 
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Fig.3.11 simulated and theoretical BER vs 𝐄𝐄𝐛𝐛 𝐍𝐍𝟎𝟎�  plot of the OFDM-ROF system using BPSK 

modulation over Rayleigh fading channel 

As we can see from the figure, the simulated BER vs Eb
N0
�  plot is different from the result of 

theoretical Rayleigh channel BER plot because of the white Gaussian noise of the optical link.  

Fig.3.12 displays the BER of BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM and 64-QAM using external modulation 

with MZM. And Fig.3.13 displays the BER of BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM and 64-QAM using direct 

modulation without MZM. 
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Figure 3.9: simulated and theoretical BER vs Eb/N0 plot of the OFDM-RoF system using
BPSK modulation over Rayleigh fading channel

As we can see from the figure, the simulated BER vs Eb/N0 plot is different from the
result of theoretical Rayleigh channel BER plot because of the white Gaussian noise of the
optical link.
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Although direct modulation has severe disadvantages in the high-speed transmission
systems, it can be taken as a reference to examine how MZM will affect the BER of the
system. In the direct modulation system, the MZM is not used and no nonlinear noise is
introduced in electrical to optical conversion.

Fig. 3.10 displays the BER of BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM and 64-QAM under external
modulation with presence of MZM. And Fig. 3.11 displays the BER of BPSK, 4-QAM,
16-QAM and 64-QAM applying direct modulation without MZM.
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Figure 3.10: The BER of BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM and 64-QAM using MZM as external
modulator

26



0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

-3.0

-2.5

-2.0

-1.5

-1.0

-0.5

 

 

Lo
g 

of
 B

ER

Eb/N0 dB

 BPSK
 4-QAM
 16-QAM
 64-QAM

 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

-3.0

-2.5

-2.0

-1.5

-1.0

-0.5

 

 

Lo
g 

of
 B

ER

Eb/N0 dB

 BPSK
 4-QAM
 16-QAM
 64-QAM

 
Figure 3.11: The BER of BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM and 64-QAM using direct modulation
without MZM

From Fig. 3.10 and 3.11, it can be concluded that the BER of the system is higher
under higher level of M-QAM modulation. Fig. 3.12 compares the BER of a) BPSK, b)
64-QAM under direct modulation without MZM and external modulation with MZM.
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Figure 3.12: The BER of a) BPSK, b) 64-QAM under direct modulation without MZM
and external modulation with MZM

From above studies, we know that the BER performance of the system is worse under
higher level of M-QAM modulation; MZM will introduce distortion to the system because
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of the nonlinear part of its transfer function, and this effect is more obvious when M-QAM
modulation is higher due to a greater peak-to-average power ratio (PAPR).

There are several potential ways to reduce the distortion that introduced by MZM.
Linghui RAO, et al. [18] use electro-absorption modulator (EAM) to replace MZM in the
system. However, the photocurrent generated by the electro-absorption may have effect
on the modulator performance at high optical power. Y. London, et al. [16] applied pre-
distortion technique before the MZM, which can artificially increase the linear region of
the MZM, but may result in extremely low driving voltage when the peak power is high.
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Fig.3.15. The BER of 64-QAM system with different 𝐕𝐕𝛑𝛑 

  

 

  

Figure 3.13: The BER of 64-QAM system with different Vπ

From the studies of MZM, we know that Vπ is a fixed parameter for a certain MZM,
which is mainly determined by the material and chip size. In this thesis, the method of
choosing MZM with different Vπ is proposed. From Fig. 3.13, we know that a smaller Vπ
leads to a better BER performance of the system.
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Chapter 4

The end-to-end BER analysis of the
analog OFDM-RoF system

In this chapter, the end-to-end BER performance of an analog OFDM-RoF system is
simulated and analyzed by incorporating a commercial software Optisystem and Matlab
coding. The downlink BER of the optical link of the system is studied under various Laser
powers and fiber transmission distances. The end-to-end BER of the baseband scheme
system and the analog RF scheme system are compared at the end of the chapter.

4.1 The analog OFDM-RoF system build-up

An anlog RF OFDM-RoF system is built up to analyze the BER of the system. Fig. 4.1
presents the transmission diagram of the analog OFDM-RoF system. The simulation of
the first half of the system, i.e. optical transmission part, is completed with the commercial
software Optisystem, while the simulation of second half, i.e. RF channel part, is done
utilizing Matlab coding. Ideally, the insertion module is not necessary in the actual system.
However, there is no RF module available in the software package Optisystem. To co-
simulate with Matlab, the error-free insertion module is added to build up a equivalent
simulation system.
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Figure 4.1: Simulation scheme for the analog OFDM-RoF system

To calculate the end-to-end BER of the system, the BER from the Optisystem is
utilized to build a binary sequence with a BERopt. This sequence with error is then
OFDM modulated and transmitted over the Rayleigh fading channel. The end-to-end
BER is calculated by comparing the demodulated data sequence with the error free original
sequence.

The detailed structure and key parameters in each block are introduced in the following
sections.

4.2 OFDM Modulation of the simulated system

The first half of the transmission system is completed with commercial software Optisys-
tem. There are two simulation stereotypes of systems in the software according to the
methods of demodulation: direct detection optical orthogonal frequency division multi-
plexing system and coherent detection orthogonal frequency division multiplexing system.
As for the two systems, the coherent detection system surpasses in performance to direct
detection system, but the structure of coherent detection system at the receiver end is much
more complex; while the direct detection system is superior in simpler system structure.
In this study, a direct-detection system is implemented due to its simplicity at the receiver
end.
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Fig4.2 End-to-end BER calculation 

4.2 Transmission side of the simulated system

 

Fig4.3 The OFDM Modulation scheme 

According to the simulation scheme shown in Fig.4.3, the transmitter side of the OFDM-ROF 

system is established. Each block component works as a specific device in the system. 

The major functional blocks will be introduced in detail in the following part. Fig.4.4 is the global 

parameter settings of the system.  

Optical link 
Rayleigh 

Fading Channel 

RF signal 
Demodulation 

RF signal 

Figure 4.2: The OFDM Modulation scheme

According to the simulation diagram shown in Fig. 4.2, the OFDM modulation part
of the OFDM-RoF system is established, where each block component works as a specific
device in the system. Fig. 4.3 is the global parameter settings of the system.
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Fig.4.4 Global parameter settings of the system 

PRBS Generator module: the main function of this module is to generate a binary pseudo-random 

bit sequence as the original input signal of the OFDM-ROF system. And the sequence length is set to 

215-1. The detailed parameter settings of the module are listed in Fig4.5. 

Figure 4.3: Global parameter settings of the system

PRBS Generator module: the main function of this module is to generate a binary
pseudo-random bit sequence as the original input signal of the OFDM-RoF system. The
sequence length is set to 215 − 1. The detailed parameter settings of the module are listed
in Fig. 4.4.

33



 

 38 

 

Fig4.5 Parameter settings of PRBS Generator module 

QAM Sequence Generator module: this module encodes the original binary bit sequence generated 

by the PRBS Generator module. It can achieve BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM, 64-QAM or 256-QAM 

constellation by changing the parameter settings. 

Subsystem module: this is the M-ary pulse generator module and it can generate an electrical signal 

for the M-QAM signal. 

 OFDM Modulator module: This module generates the OFDM signal and is a key module to realize 

the OFDM transmission by modulating the OFDM baseband signal. The parameter settings of this 

module are shown in Fig.4.6.  

Based on specific requirements, the number of IFFT points and subcarriers can be set as different 

values. The number of IFFT points and subcarriers is set to 1024 and 512, respectively, as shown in 

Fig.4.6.Position array value is set to 256, which means that the subcarrier is 0 at the IFFT point of 0-

255 and at IFFT points 256 there will start to have subcarriers.  

Figure 4.4: Parameter settings of PRBS Generator module

QAM Sequence Generator module: this module encodes the original binary bit sequence
generated by the PRBS Generator module, which can achieve BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM,
64-QAM or 256-QAM constellation by changing the parameter settings.

Subsystem module: this is the M-ary pulse generator module which generates an elec-
trical signal for the M-QAM signal.

OFDM Modulator module: this module generates the OFDM signal. The parameter
settings of this module are shown in Fig. 4.5. The number of IFFT points and subcarriers
is set to 1024 and 512, respectively.
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Fig.4.6 Parameter settings of OFDM Module 

Quadrature Modulator module: The function of this module is to achieve I / Q modulation. The I 

and Q signals in OFDM signals are multiplied by the cosine signal and the sine signal, and then go 

through an adder, modulating the baseband OFDM signal to the millimeter-wave carrier. The carrier 

frequency is determined by cosine signal and sine signal frequency. After the module, the signal 

expression can be written as: 

Vout (t) = G[I(t) cos(2πfc + φc) − Q(t) sin(2πfc + φc)] + b                     (4-1) 

Where I(t) and Q(t) are the input electrical signals, G is the gain, fc  is the carrier frequency, φc is 

the carrier phase, and b is the offset voltage. 

After the signal is encoded by the OFDM module, the OFDM baseband signal spectrum is obtained. 

Figure 4.5: Parameter settings of OFDM Module

Quadrature Modulator module: the function of this module is to achieve I/Q mod-
ulation. The I and Q portions are multiplied by the cosine signal and the sine signal,
and then added together by an adder, modulating the baseband OFDM signal onto the
millimeter-wave carrier. After the module, the signal expression can be written as:

Vout(t) = G[I(t)cos(2πfc + φc)−Q(t)sin(2πfc + φc)] + b (4.1)

Where I(t) and Q(t) are the input electrical signals, G is the gain, fc is the carrier
frequency, φc is the carrier phase, and b is the offset voltage.

Quadrature modulator: the I/Q modulation is carried out by the quadrature modula-
tor. The frequency of the RF signal can be changed by setting the value of sine and cosine
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waves. After the quadrature modulator module, the baseband OFDM signal is modulated
on a millimeter-wave carrier.

4.3 The Optical Transmission

In the optical transmission part, MZM, Laser, fiber and photodetector are implemented in
the system. The diagram of optical transmission is shown in Fig. 4.6.
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The I / Q modulation is carried out by the quadrature modulator. The frequency of the RF signal 

can be changed by setting the value of sine and cosine waves. After the quadrature modulator module, 

the baseband OFDM signal is modulated on a millimeter-wave signal. 

4.3 The Optical Transmission 

In the optical transmission part, MZM (Lithium Niobate Mach-Zehnder Modulator) , Laser, fiber and 

photodetector are used in the model. The scheme of simulation model is shown in Fig.4.7 

 

Fig.4.7The scheme of Optical transmission 

MZM Module: the LiNb Mach-Zehnder modulator consists of a Y-splitter, two phase modulators 

and a Y-combiner. The phase modulator is an electrical refraction modulator. The input optical signal 

is spitted into two identical portions by the Y-splitter. One of the two portions is phase modulated, 

and then the two portions are coupled by a Y-combiner. According to the phase difference between 

the signals, the two signals generate destructive and constructive interference in the Y-combiner 

output, resulting the two signals "on" and "off", respectively. The signal goes through the high-speed  

A/D convertor and then into the LiNb MZM. The output can be expressed as following formula [16]: 

Eout (t) = Ein (t)

10
insertionloss

20�
[γe�jπV2(t)

VπRF
� +jπVbias 2

VπDC
� � + (1 − γ)e�jπV1(t)

VπRF
� +jπVbias 1

VπDC
� �]  

(4-2) 

Figure 4.6: The diagram of optical transmission

MZM Module: the characters of MZM are well introduced in the last two chapter. In
this MZM module, the output is given by the software in Eq. (4.2):

Eout(t) =
Ein(t)

10insertionloss/20
[θe

jπ
V2(t)

VπRF
+jπ

Vbias2
VπDC + (1− θ)e

jπ
V1(t)

VπRF
+jπ

Vbias1
VπDC ] (4.2)

where Eout(t) is the output signal of the MZM; Ein(t) represents the input signal;
V1(t) and V2(t) represent the RF signals modulation voltage; Vbias1 and Vbias2 are the bias
voltage 1 and 2; VπDC and VπRF are the switching bias voltage and switching RF voltage,
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respectively; and θ is the extinction ratio, where θ = (1 − 1√
εr

)/2.The MZM parameter

settings is displayed in Fig. 4.7.
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In the formula above, Eout(t) is the output signal of the LiNb MZM; Ein(t) represents the input signal; 

V1(t) and V2(t) represent the RF signals modulated voltage; Vbias1 and Vbias2 are the bias voltages, and 

the two voltages are bias voltage up side and down side respectively; VπDC  and VπRF  are  the bias 

voltage and the RF voltage for switch, respectively; and γ  is the splitting ratio, where  γ =

(1 − 1

√εr
)

2
� .The LiNb MZ Modulator parameter settings is displayed in Fig.4.8. 

 

Fig.4.8 Parameter settings of the MZM 

In this transmission system, the CW (continuous wave) laser is implemented. It generates 

continuous wavelength of light at 1552 nm (center frequency 193.1THz), and the output power can be 

set to different values, as shown in Fig.4.9. 

Figure 4.7: Parameter settings of the MZM

In this transmission system, the CW (continuous wave) laser is implemented. It gen-
erates continuous wavelength of light at 1552 nm (center frequency 193.1 THz), and the
output power can be set to different values, as shown in Fig. 4.8.
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Fig.4.9 Parameter settings of the CW laser 

In this simulation, a standard single mode fiber (SSMF) is utilized, and the main parameters of the 

fiber are presented in Fig.4.10. The attenuation constant of SSMF is α = 0.2 dB/km; the dispersion 

constant is D = 16.75 ps/nm/km; and the polarization mode dispersion PMD is 0.5 ps/√km. In this 

simulation system, some parameters of the fiber are not considered. These parameters include the 

third-order dispersion coefficient, self-phase modulation, cross-phase modulation and so on. 

 

Figure 4.8: Parameter settings of the CW laser

A standard single mode fiber (SSMF) is utilized in the system, and the main parameters
of the fiber are given in Fig. 4.9. The attenuation constant of SSMF is α = 0.2dB/km;

the dispersion constant is D = 16.75
ps

nm · km ; and the polarization mode dispersion PMD

is 0.5ps/
√
km. In this simulation system, some less significant parameters of the fiber are

not considered, which include the third-order dispersion coefficient, self-phase modulation,
cross-phase modulation and so on.
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Fig.4.10 Parameter settings of the Single Mode Fiber 

The role of the photodetector is to convert the received optical signal into an electrical signal. A 

PIN photodetector is used in the model, and its output current is determined by the following formula: 

Id (t) = RP0(t) + In(t)                                                       (4-3) 

In the formula above, Id(t) is the output current of PIN receiver; R is the responsivity of the PIN 

photodetector; P0(t) is the input optical power after attenuator; In(t) is a collection of noise introduced 

by the current. These noises include thermal noise, PIN noise and dark noise. For simplicity, we only 

consider the thermal noise in the simulation. The thermal noise is set to 15e-24 W/Hz, the responsivity 

is 1A/W, and the dark current is 10nA. The parameter of the PIN photodetector is shown in Fig.4.11. 

Figure 4.9: Parameter settings of the Single Mode Fiber

The role of the photodetector is to convert the received optical signal into an electrical
signal. A PIN photodetector is used in the system, whose output current is determined by
the following formula:

Id(t) = RP0(t) + In(t) (4.3)

where Id(t) is the output current of PIN receiver; R is the responsivity of the PIN
photodetector; P0(t) is the input optical power after attenuator; In(t) is a collection of
noise introduced by the current. These noises include thermal noise, PIN noise and dark
noise. For simplicity, we only consider the thermal noise in the simulation. The thermal
noise is set to 15× 10−24W/Hz, the responsivity is 1 A/W, and the dark current is 10 nA.
The parameter of the PIN photodetector is shown in Fig. 4.10.
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Fig.4.11 Parameter Settings of the PIN photodetector 

4.4 Receiver end of the simulated system 

The receiver side of the system is quite straightforward. The demodulating section is essentially the 

reverse operation of the modulation section. The receiving end of the OFDM-ROF system is 

displayed in Fig.4.12. 

Figure 4.10: Parameter Settings of the PIN photodetector

4.4 OFDM Demodulation of the simulated system

The OFDM Demodulation of the system is quite straightforward, which is essentially the
reverse operation of the modulation section. The OFDM Demodulation of the OFDM-RoF
system is displayed in Fig. 4.11.
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Fig4.12  Scheme of receiver end of the simulated system  

According to Fig.4.12, the optical signal is converted into a radio frequency signal after the PIN 

photodetector. Before the quadrature demodulator module, the signal is launched into a power 

amplifier module to be amplified to an appropriate power level. Then the radio frequency signal is I / 

Q demodulated by the quadrature demodulator module to recover the baseband signal. The OFDM 

baseband signal, which is obtained from last module, then goes through an OFDM demodulator 

module to demodulate the OFDM signal. The FFT points is set the same as IFFT OFDM signal points 

in last section. Fig.4.13 depicts the parameter settings of the OFDM Demodulator module. Finally, 

the original binary sequence is restored using a QAM sequence decoder module. 

 

Figure 4.11: The diagram of OFDM Demodulation of the simulated system
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Fig.4.13 Parameter settings of OFDM Demodulator 

We can get a BERopt of the optical link by far. The BERopt from the optical link is used to build a 

binary sequence with error. This sequence with error is then OFDM modulated and transmitted over 

the Rayleigh fading channel. The end-to-end BER of the OFDM-ROF system is calculated by 

comparing the demodulated data with the original error-free data. 

4.5 Result analysis 

The BER performances of the optical link are studied under various fiber lengths and Laser, which 

are compared with different M-QAM modulations. 

Figure 4.12: Parameter settings of OFDM Demodulator

According to Fig. 4.11, the optical signal is converted into a radio frequency signal after
the PIN photodetector. The radio frequency signal is I/Q demodulated by the quadrature
demodulator module to recover the baseband signal and then OFDM demodulated to ob-
tain the binary data. Fig. 4.12 depicts the parameter settings of the OFDM Demodulator
module. The BER of the optical transmission is calculated as BERopt.

4.5 Co-simulation with Matlab

To calculate the end-to-end system BER performance, we co-simulate Optisystem with
Matlab to achieve simulation of signal transmission over the RF channel.
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Fig4.2 End-to-end BER calculation 

4.2 Transmission side of the simulated system

 

Fig4.3 The OFDM Modulation scheme 

According to the simulation scheme shown in Fig.4.3, the transmitter side of the OFDM-ROF 

system is established. Each block component works as a specific device in the system. 

The major functional blocks will be introduced in detail in the following part. Fig.4.4 is the global 

parameter settings of the system.  

Optical link 
Rayleigh 

Fading Channel 

RF signal 
Demodulation 

RF signal 

Figure 4.13: End-to-end BER calculation

As shown in Fig. 4.13, we can get a BERopt of the optical link from the software
Optisystem, which can be used to build a binary sequence with error by Matlab. This
sequence with error is then OFDM modulated and transmitted over the Rayleigh fading
channel model which is built up in last chapter. The end-to-end BER of the OFDM-
RoF system is calculated by comparing the demodulated data with the original error-free
sequence.

4.6 Result analysis

The BER performances of the optical link are studied under various fiber lengths and Laser
powers, which are compared under different M-QAM modulations.
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Figure 4.14: BER vs Laser power plot under different modulations (fiber length = 20 km)
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Figure 4.15: BER vs Laser power plot under different modulations (fiber length = 50 km)
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Figure 4.16: BER vs Laser power plot under different modulations (fiber length = 80 km)

Fig. 4.14, 4.15 and 4.16 display the BER vs Laser power plot under different fiber
lengths, where the modulation schemes are BPSK, 4-QAM, 16-QAM and 64-QAM, re-
spectively. As we can see from the figures, the higher the Laser power, the better the BER
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performances; the BER performances of BPSK and 4-QAM are quite close to each other
as they have a similar PAPR.
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Figure 4.17: BER vs fiber length plot under different modulations (Laser power = 0 dBm)
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Figure 4.18: BER vs fiber length plot under different modulations (Laser power = -2 dBm)
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Figure 4.19: BER vs fiber length plot under different modulations (Laser power = -4 dBm)

Fig. 4.17, 4.18 and 4.19 show the BER vs fiber length plot under different Laser powers.
We can draw a conclusion from the figures that the BER performances have a sudden rise
at the fiber transmission distance 80 km, which means that the BER performance may
have a sharp increase at a certain transmission distance. The reason for the sudden rise
in the BER is that the chromatic dispersion of fiber leads to signal broadening and the
probability of error detection increase dramatically after some distance of transmission.
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Figure 4.20: The end-to-end BER vs Eb/N0 plot of analog RF system

Summarizing the above studies, the higher the Laser power, the better the BER per-
formances; the BER performances of BPSK and 4-QAM are quite close to each other
as they have a similar PAPR; the BER performances have a sharp increase at a certain
transmission distance the chromatic dispersion of fiber.

After the optical BER simulation, we can further look into the end-to-end BER per-
formance of the analog OFDM-RoF system by co-simulation with Matlab. Fig. 4.20 gives
out the BER vs Eb/N0 plot of the analog RF system and now we can compare the BER
with the baseband system, as shown in Fig. 4.21.
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Figure 4.21: The BER comparison of the two systems

From Fig. 4.21, we can see that the BER performance of the analog RF system system
is better than that of the baseband system under lower modulation level (i.e. BPSK,
4-QAM), but worse than the baseband system when modulation level is higher (i.e. 16-
QAM, 64-QAM). It means that the analog RF system is more sensitive to the PAPR; it
also indicates that the PAPR of the signal smaller, the BER performance better.
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Chapter 5

Conclusions

The thesis has studied radio-over-fiber (RoF) that uses Orthogonal Frequency Division
Multiplexing (OFDM) and the elector-optical device Mach-Zehnder modulators (MZMs),
which is a promising candidate for enabling the next-generation wireless access for cost
effective bandwidth provisioning. Specifically, two OFDM-RoF systems under different
transmission techniques are investigated regarding their end-to-end bit-error-rate (BER)
performances. The first is based on baseband OFDM-RoF while the second based on analog
OFDM-RoF. By going through extensive simulation, we have observed the inferences of the
nonlinear effect due to the MZM, and further tried various laser powers and fiber lengths
of the optical transmission line in order to gain sufficient understanding of its performance
behavior. Finally, the BER of the two systems are compared under different M-QAM
modulations.

5.1 Results and discussion of the end-to-end BER of

a baseband OFDM-RoF system

A baseband OFDM-RoF system is simulated and analyzed by Matlab, where the nonlin-
ear effect of the MZM transfer function is analyzed. The end-to-end BER of the downlink
system is calculated under different modulation schemes. The result analysis also com-
pares the BER between external modulation scheme implementing the MZM and direct
modulation scheme without the MZM.

After analyzing the end-to-end BER of the system, we can learn that: the BER perfor-
mance of the system is worse under higher level of M-QAM modulation; MZM will cause
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signal distortion due its nonlinear transfer function, and this effect is more obvious when
M-QAM modulation is higher because of a higher peak-to-average power ratio (PAPR).
The method of choosing MZM with a smaller Vπ is proposed to reduce the effect of MZM
nonlinear distortion.

5.2 Results and discussion of the end-to-end BER of

an analog OFDM-RoF system

The end-to-end BER performance of an analog OFDM-RoF system is simulated and ana-
lyzed by using a commercial software Optisystem and Matlab coding. The downlink BER
of the optical link of the system is studied under various laser powers and fiber transmission
distances. Finally, the obtained results are further compared with that of the baseband
scheme system.

We can draw several conclusions by analyzing the BER performance of the optical
link of the system: the higher the laser power, the better the BER performances; the
BER performances of BPSK and 4-QAM are quite close to each other as they have a
similar PAPR; the BER performances have a sudden rise after a certain transmission
distance because of the chromatic dispersion of fiber. Most importantly, we found the
BER performance of the analog RF system is better than that of the baseband system
under lower modulation level (i.e. BPSK, 4-QAM), but worse than that of the baseband
system when modulation level is higher (i.e. 16-QAM, 64-QAM). It means that the analog
RF system is more sensitive to the PAPR, and the BER performance is better under smaller
PAPR of the signal.
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