




What the example of Yuzha shows is that 
modernization of the city cannot be directly 
linked to economic growth. In a situation of 
continuing poverty, where survival is not a 
temporary condition but a permanent one, the 
production of a new urban substance is simply 
not possible. Thus, reinventing the existing 
city becomes the only way to keep it for the 
future. And that marks the moment when the 
new urban form emerges: the new urban form 
without new urban mass.1

































The block of marble from which Michelangelo 
wrestled his fi gures was destroyed to give 
way to the sculptor’s creation. Michelangelo, 
the stereotypical demiurge, was well aware 
of the power the exercised over his matter.2   
Chiselling an image out of a block of Carrara 
marble left him with two kinds of matter – the 
spent and the living. With the living block he 
went further and shaped it into a being with 
character and beauty. What if it did not live up 
to his expectations? Did he kill it? Sometimes 
he did, indeed. Sometimes he found himself 
ending up with smaller or larger mutilations, 
almost Japanese-like “wabi” – a deliberate 
fl aw, a crack, in order to render the piece less 
godlike, more human.1







The city - this city - was never meant to be 
like other cities, especially European cities, 
with a population achieving a certain size 
and density and then remaining there, for 
generations; Detroit was always on the 
way to becoming something else, with a 
population that no sooner peaked than it 
began immediately to shrink. The riot of 
1967 was still almost two decades off  when 
this ex-migration began, so that wasn’t the 
reason. Not that there’s a single or a simple 
explanation. But one thing is clear. The people 
who came here never intended to stay. And it 
is this prospect of improbable - but indicative - 
human behavior that has been making Detroit 
signifi cant almost from the beginning.2



—and literary snobbism apart- there 
still persists the suspicion that, both 
psychologically and heuristically, the detective 
story is an illustration of the problem-solving 
process (deprived of funny mystifi cations) as 
it is widely understood to be. Meaning that, 
in spite of the showy histrionics of the fi nal 
presentation, the detective story is always 
a relatively modest aff air. It is two-pronged 
and hybrid; and its success derives from 
a confl ation of fi ndings – the often naïve 
discoveries of unsuspecting cops and the 
alternative suppositions of the all-suspecting 
detective, the ultimate sceptic, who, in spite 
of his temperament, never imagines that 
pretentious speculation will conceal the lesion 
between things as they seem and the solution 
as it must be.3



Systems thinking is about patterns of 
relationships and how these translate into 
emergent behaviors…Systems thinking 
provides us with a window on the world that 
informs our understanding of nature and our 
relationship to it. It provides us with a way 
of framing our investigations and a language 
for discussing our understanding. Translating 
systems thinking into action is what systems 
approaches are about.8





The processes that occur in unslumming 
depend on the fact that a metropolitan 
economy, if it is working well, is constantly 
transforming many poor people into middle-
class people, many illiterates into skilled (or 
even educated) people, many green-horns 
into competent citizens.9 









- Successful unslumming means that enough 
people must have an attachment to the slum 
that they wish to stay, and it also means 
that it must be practical for them to stay. 
Impracticality is the rock on which many an 
unslumming slum is wrecked. Impracticality 
has mostly to do with unavailability of 
money for improvements, for new buildings, 
and for commercial enterprises at a time 
when these needs become urgent and their 
discouragement crucial.11- 























This strait is fi ner than that of Niagara, being 
thirty leagues long, and everywhere one 
league broad, except in the middle which is 
wider, forming the lake we have named Ste. 
Claire. The navigation is easy on both sides, 
the coast being low and even. It runs directly 
from north to south. The country between 
these two lakes is very well situated and the 
soil is very fertile. The banks of the strait are 
vast meadows, and the prospect is terminated 
with some hills covered with vineyards, trees 
bearing good fruits, groves and forests so 
well disposed that one would think Nature 
alone could not have made, without help of 
Art, so charming a prospect. The country is 
stocked with stags, wild goats, and bears 
which are good for food, and not fi erce as in 
other countries. Those who shall be so happy 
as to inhabit that noble country cannot but 
remember with gratitude those who have 
discovered the way by venturing to sail upon 
an unknown lake for above 100 leagues.2 







- In August, 1784, after great quantities had 
been sent away, there were still one thousand 
packs of furs at Detroit. During all these years 
the business of buying and shipping furs 
was the most important factor in the trade 
of Detroit. A single shipment on August 6, 
1821, of four hundred and ten packs, was 
valued at $62,000; and during the year over 
§300,000 worth were shipped from the city. 
In 1829 furs to the amount of S325.000 were 
exported, and the shipments of raw furs to 
Europe, even now, reaches a value of half a 
million yearly.6 - 















































The real estate industry, going back to the postwar 
years, facilitated the depopulation and disinvestment 
of the city and especially facilitated the racial division 
of the metropolitan area through pro-segregation 
policies, steering prospective home buyers or renters to 
neighbourhoods based on assumptions about their racial or 
ethnic backgrounds, sending blacks to black or transitional 
neighbourhoods, sending whites primarily to white 
neighbourhoods. And those patterns are very visible on 
the landscape of metropolitan Detroit and most cities, for 
that matter, in the United States. The transformation of the 
home fi nance industry, and particularly the proliferation of 
sub-prime lending in working-class and lower middle class 
communities, has been devastating, and that’s abundantly 
clear in Detroit and in some of its inner-ring suburbs, 
and that’s something that’s going to take quite a while to 
rebound from.29















- For the city, the comeback will be much 
harder. Its decaying neighborhoods can’t be 
sent elsewhere. But creditors whom Detroit 
owes more than $14 billion will have to take 
pennies on the dollar. 3 - 

- New streetlights aren’t a cure-all for 
sparsely-populated streets. Neighborhoods 
with chronically failing schools — or no school 
at all — aren’t going to attract families back 
to Detroit. Poverty, blight and abandonment 
outside of the vibrant 7.2 square miles of 
greater downtown serve as a visible daily 
reminder of what Detroit’s historic trip to 
bankruptcy court couldn’t immediately fi x.4 -





—how do you bring commerce and investment 
into working-class neighbourhoods in Detroit? 
How do you stabilize the housing market 
in neighbourhoods where residents are city 
employees, blue-collar workers, folks working 
the service sector? The odds are pretty steep 
because there’s not a lot of bling in revitalizing 
outlying lower middle class neighbourhoods. 
Developers aren’t particularity interested in 
them. Big-city governments usually make 
some nods toward them, but don’t put a lot 
of their resources and energy there because 
you get a lot more visibility and attention for 
high profi le downtown redevelopment eff orts 
or gentrifi cation that appeals to folks who 
are writing travel columns and reporting on 
a city’s energy. But the future of a city, if it’s 
going to be successful, the future of Detroit 
is going to be improving the everyday quality 
of life for residents who are living a long way 
from downtown and a long way from Midtown, 
who probably aren’t ever going to spend much 
time listening to techno or sipping lattes.9 

- So, for now, the QLINE is about economic 
development — bringing potential customers 
to the many shops, restaurants and other 
destinations on its 3.3-mile route along 
Woodward from Congress to Grand Boulevard. 
A few people who live in Midtown may catch it 
to commute a mile or so downtown, and vice 
versa. But at this point, it doesn’t pretend to 
be an essential part of metro Detroit’s daily 
commute.10 -





—It lacks a density of cities that have been more successful 
in attracting a signifi cant population of creative types. It’s 
suff ered 60-odd years of disinvestment. It’s scattered over 
roughly 139 square miles. It’s hard even for a concentrated 
district to have eff ects on neighbourhoods even a mile or 
two away because the city’s so spread out. And Detroit’s a 
majority African-American city. Despite changes in attitudes 
over the last half century, it’s a high barrier to attract a 
diverse population into a city because of still deep racial 
fears and really deeply entrenched patterns of segregation. 
I don’t want to suggest that things haven’t changed. They 
have. But American metropolitan areas in the northeast and 
Midwest, and Detroit is a prime example of this, still remain 
very highly segregated by race. The infusion of 5,000 or 
10,000 or 15,000 hipsters and young professionals is not 
going to fundamentally alter that reality.



—It’s a pretty commonplace assumption that if you gentrify 
neighbourhoods, if you bring new investment to downtown, 
that its benefi ts will trickle down to the majority of the 
city’s population. There are benefi ts from new investment, 
including job creation, increased tax revenue and safety 
in the city, but on the other hand, the kinds of jobs that 
are being created by a lot of the downtown redevelopment 
are jobs for folks who have signifi cant education, skills and 
means already. They’re not, by and large, creating stable 
secure jobs for folks down the ladder, for working-class 
folks in particular. Gentrifi cation brings all sorts of small 
businesses, coff ee shops, trendy bars, restaurants, art 
galleries and a vitality and energy to neighbourhoods that 
have often been bereft of commerce for a long time. But 
again, these aren’t places that are bringing back the jobs 
that are essential to the city’s future stability and possible 
growth.







“je ne suppose rien, je n’impose rien, je ne 
propose rien, j’expose”...

A well-known dictum, “Je n’impose rien; je 
ne propose rien: j’expose,” which means: “I 
do not impose anything; I do not propose 
anything: I expose.” 





Over a third of the city’s residents live 
beneath the poverty line, many concentrated 
in neighborhoods where a majority of their 
neighbors are also poor. A visit to the city’s 
welfare offi  ces, hospitals, and jails provides 
abundant evidence of the terrible costs of the 
city’s persistent unemployment and poverty.























Caught within a bizarre cycle for survival, 
scrappers depend almost entirely on the 
abandonment and neglect of Detroit’s 
landscape. They have found ways to enter 
and remove metals from majority of vacant 
homes and industries, often using only 
orphaned shopping carts to transport their 
spoils. By clearing pathways through debris, 
covering and bridging dangerous holes, and 
rigging rooftop pulleys, they have reaped and 
scavenged throughout the 140-square-mile 
city. 25 



—The reasons that people choose to use 
Devil’s Night as an excuse for arson are 
numerous and varied. The Fire Department 
categorizes arson simply by motives: revenge, 
juvenile arson, arson to conceal a crime, 
attempted arson, pyromania, and fraud. 28 —

—Racial isolation aggravates poor social and 
economic conditions, which lead to desperation and 
its manifestation (drugs, crime), which leads to more 
isolation. As explained more contingently by William 
Julius Wilson, when society isolates racial minorities and 
low-income people within inner cities, a “concentration 
eff ect” takes hold. When only low-income workers or 
welfare recipients live in a neighbourhood, children have 
no positive role models. Their isolation in ineff ective 
school systems can make it appear education off ers 
no way out. The lure of drugs and crime becomes 
irresistible as legitimate means of employment fade. 
Marriage fragments – or never takes place – as males 
lose earning power. And all of these problems can cause 
more isolation.29  —













—The social, economic, and age-related 
vulnerabilities included in these analyses 
encompass multiple indicators of vulnerability. 
Racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic 
characteristics of areas have been previously 
associated with proximity to hazardous 
waste facilities and air pollutants (Bullard 
et al., 2007; Collins et al., 2015; Mohai et 
al., 2009). These vulnerabilities may operate 
through housing discrimination and/or 
limited access to economic resources which 
shape the ability to buy or rent homes in 
other communities with lower environmental 
exposures.38  —





















—There are some wonderful houses in the 
city of Detroit, but their luxury represents the 
elegance of the 1920s, not the 1990s of early 
twenty-fi rst century. Given a choice between a 
1920s home, with it leaded glass windows and 
ornate woodwork, and a 1990s home, with 
its bigger bathrooms, central air conditioning, 
and attached garage, most home buyers will 
opt for the newer version without a moment’s 
hesitation. —









—While white suburbanites saw Detroit in 1990 as a 
dangerous ghetto and could not imagine living there, 
the city was less threatening for many black middle-
class. Detroiters already living in the city. This emerging 
black middle class had the same lifestyle aspirations as 
everyone else, but they were unable to attain them in 
the city’s deteriorated prewar housing stock. What these 
Detroiters wanted more than anything else, and what 
a suburban subdivision in the city could provide them, 
was a conventional middle-class lifestyle in the middle 
of Jeff erson-Chalmers – a “normal” life in a city whose 
deteriorated landscape was otherwise very far from 
normal. For Detroit’s black middle class, Victoria Park was a 
development whose time had come.—













Detroit’s problems in the 1940s came from 
other sources besides uncontrolled growth 
and lack of planning. It was true that lack 
of regulation had led to poorly mixed land 
uses, most notably in the unnecessarily close 
association between industries and residential 
neighborhoods. It was also true that lack 
of a master plan hindered the ordered 
development of the city and that such a plan 
could have greatly improved community life.1
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—To assert that the ideal density is twelve 
families to the acre, or the ideal daytime 
temperature is 68° F., or that all good cities 
are organised into residential neighborhoods 
of 3000 persons each, are statements too 
easily discredited.15 —

— Density, grain, and the access system 
– the internal texture of a city – are the 
principal features by which we may judge its 
performance. The nature of its growth and 
change are equally important, but we know 
rather little about those eff ects. A city’s size 
and its outline on a map may be much less 
critical than we had thought. 16 —





















—Much of the agenda of adaptive 
management is learning through 
experimentation rather than focusing on 
error avoidance. Adaptive management is not 
meant to displace anticipatory management 
but rather to complement it. The program 
of post-normal science is to provide a 
basis for the understanding necessary to 
unravel complexity (emergence, irreducible 
uncertainty, internal causality), so that we 
may successfully anticipate, when possible, 
and adapt, when appropriate or necessary, 
to changes in the self-organizing systems of 
which we are an integrated and dependent 
part.23 —













































— An evolving “learning ecology” might be  
more appropriate concept for the human 
settlement, some of whose actors, at least, 
are conscious, and capable of modifying 
themselves and thus of changing the rules 
of the game. … The good city is one in which 
the continuity of this complex ecology is 
maintained while progressive change is 
permitted. The fundamental good is the 
continuous development of the individual 
or the small group and their culture: a 
process of becoming more complex, more 
richly connected, more competent, acquiring 
and realizing new powers – intellectual, 
emotional, social, and physical. If human 
life is a continued state of becoming, then 
its continuity is founded on growth and 
development.3 —





— A sustainable city is easily reused, 
adapts to the changing requirements of its 
inhabitants and is future-proof. A sustainable 
city is a fl exible city. Changes are not 
standalone events, they are emphatically 
part of a process of continual transition. New 
developments do not lead to a fi xed blueprint, 
rather they emerge from future-oriented, 
dynamic fl exible planning, only then can truly 
sustainable solutions be found.4 —
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— To be sure, city areas with fl ourishing 
diversity sprout strange and unpredictable 
uses and peculiar scenes. But this is not a 
drawback of diversity. This is the point, or part 
of it. That this should happen is in keeping 
with one of the missions of cities.2 —



— To overcome slums, we must regard slum 
dwellers as people capable of understanding 
and acting upon their own self-interests, 
which they certainly are. We need to discern, 
respect and build upon the forces for 
regeneration that exist in slums themselves, 
and that demonstrably work in real cities. 
This is far from trying to patronize people into 
a better life, and it is far from what is done 
today. —



— City offi  cials today prate about “bringing 
back the middle class,” as if nobody were in 
the middle class until he had left the city and 
acquired a ranch house and a barbecue and 
thereby became precious. To be sure, cities 
are losing their middle class populations. 
However, cities need not “bring back” a 
middle class, and carefully protect it like 
an artifi cial growth. Cities grow the middle 
class. But to keep it as it grows, to keep it 
as a stabilizing force in the form of a self-
diversifi ed population, means considering the 
city’s people valuable and worth retaining, 
right where they are, before they become 
middle class.5 —










