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Abstract

Purpose:

Diagnosing medical images necessitates years of experience to ensure accurate diagnoses.
However, the current workforce available for this task falls significantly short compared
to the volume of images requiring assessment. This places a considerable burden on the
medical system during diagnosis. Additionally, medical images often contain artifacts, fur-
ther complicating and prolonging the diagnostic process. This thesis serves as a solution
to expedite diagnosis by enhancing the image quality of Optical Coherence Tomography
Angiography (OCTA) images, thereby alleviating the strain on the system.

Aims:

1. Method 1 (Chapter 2): Removal of motion artifacts from OCTA images. It is one
of the toughest artifacts to be removed from an image.

2. Method 2 (Chapter 3): Super-Resolution of OCTA image. Increasing the dimen-
sions of the image and enhancing the quality to make diagnosis process efficient.

Conclusion: This work allows the removal of motion artifacts from the OCTA image
and then enhance the quality of the image using super-resolution. In chapter 4 we show
that the scatterplots were used to compare the correlations of the most commonly used
parameters, Foveal Avascular Zone (FAZ) area, perimeter, and circularity index, between
before and after super-resolution at x2 and x3 magnification. A p-value < 0.05 was
considered significant for all statistical tests. Thus, making the diagnosis process simpler
and better for medical practitioners.
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Chapter 1

Introduction



1.1 Retina

The retina, a delicate and intricate layer of tissue lining the inner surface of the eye, plays
a pivotal role in the process of vision. Comprising several layers with specialized functions,
the retina is essential for converting light stimuli into neural signals that the brain can
interpret as vision. This article delves into the structure and functioning of the retina,
exploring the layers that contribute to its remarkable capabilities.

1.1.1 Structure of Retina

The retina can be likened to the film in a camera, capturing visual information and trans-
mitting it to the brain for interpretation. Structurally, the retina is composed of several
layers, each with distinct roles in the visual process.

1. Retinal Pigment Epithelium (RPE):
At the outermost layer of the retina lies the RPE. This layer is responsible for nour-
ishing the photoreceptor cells, maintaining the health of the outer segments of pho-
toreceptors, and absorbing excess light to prevent scattering within the eye.

2. Photoreceptor Layer :
The photoreceptor layer contains two main types of cells - rods and cones. Rods are
sensitive to low light conditions and facilitate peripheral vision, while cones operate
in bright light and are responsible for color vision. Photoreceptor cells capture light
and convert it into electrical signals.

3. Outer Nuclear Layer (ONL):
The ONL contains the nuclei of the photoreceptor cells, playing a crucial role in the
production and maintenance of these light-sensitive cells.

4. Outer Plexiform Layer (OPL):
The OPL is where synapses occur between photoreceptor cells and bipolar cells and
horizontal cells are present. It serves as a crucial site for signal processing before
transmitting information to the inner layers of the retina.

5. Inner Nuclear Laye (INL):
The INL consists of various cell bodies of interneurons, including bipolar cells, hor-
izontal cells, and amacrine cells. These cells play vital roles in modulating and
processing visual information before it reaches the ganglion cells.



6. Inner Plexiform Layer (IPL):
The IPL is where synapses take place between bipolar cells, amacrine cells, and
ganglion cells. This layer is critical for refining visual information and transmitting
it to the ganglion cells.

7. Ganglion Cell Layer:
Ganglion cells are the final output neurons of the retina, sending processed visual
information to the brain through the optic nerve. Some ganglion cells are specialized
for detecting motion, while others contribute to the perception of color and contrast.

8. Nerve Fiber Layer:
The nerve fiber layer contains the axons of ganglion cells, which bundle together to
form the optic nerve. This layer is the conduit through which visual information
travels from the retina to the brain.

1.1.2 Functioning of Retina
Phototransduction in Photoreceptor Cells:

At the heart of retinal function lies phototransduction, the process by which light signals
are converted into electrical signals. This occurs primarily in the outer segments of the
photoreceptor cells — rods and cones. The outer segments contain stacks of membranous
disks that house photopigments, proteins sensitive to light. When struck by photons, these
pigments undergo structural changes, initiating a cascade of events that culminate in the
generation of electrical signals.

In rods, the photopigment rhodopsin plays a central role, while cones possess differ-
ent photopigments responsible for color vision — short-wavelength cones for blue, middle-
wavelength cones for green, and long-wavelength cones for red. The variations in these
pigments contribute to the perception of a diverse spectrum of colors.

Signal Processing in the Inner Layers:

Once the photoreceptor cells capture light and generate electrical signals, the information
undergoes intricate processing in the inner layers of the retina. Bipolar cells, positioned in
the inner nuclear layer, receive signals from photoreceptor cells and serve as intermediaries
in transmitting information to the ganglion cells.



Horizontal cells, found in the INL, modulate signals laterally, allowing for the enhance-
ment of contrasts and the sharpening of edges in the visual scene. Amacrine cells, present
in both the inner nuclear layer and inner plexiform layer, contribute to the processing of
motion and other complex visual features.

Synaptic Transmission in the Inner Plexiform Layer:

The inner plexiform layer is a crucial site for synaptic transmission, where bipolar cells
synapse with both amacrine cells and ganglion cells. This synaptic network allows for
the integration of signals and the extraction of essential features from the visual input.
Amacrine cells play a pivotal role in shaping the receptive fields of ganglion cells, influencing
their responses to different aspects of visual stimuli.

Ganglion Cells: The Conduits to the Brain:

Ganglion cells, situated in the ganglion cell layer, are the final output neurons of the
retina. These cells have diverse functional properties, with some responding to changes
in luminance, others specializing in detecting motion, and yet others contributing to the
perception of color and form. The axons of ganglion cells converge to form the optic nerve,
which carries the compiled visual information to the brain for further processing.

Retinal Processing and Visual Perception:

The complex interactions within the retinal circuitry result in the extraction of fundamental
features from the visual input. The processing of visual information includes edge detection,
contrast enhancement, and motion perception. The parallel processing of different aspects
of visual stimuli allows for the integration of diverse features, contributing to our holistic
perception of the visual scene.

Adaptation and Dynamic Range:

The retina exhibits adaptive mechanisms to accommodate a wide range of light intensi-
ties. Photoreceptor cells adjust their sensitivity to light levels through processes like pho-
topigment regeneration and changes in the responsiveness of synaptic connections. This
adaptation ensures that the retina can function optimally in both bright and dim lighting
conditions, providing us with a consistent perception of the visual environment.
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Figure 1.1: Layers in Retina. Image taken from [11] is licensed under CC BY.

In conclusion, the functioning of the retina is a finely orchestrated symphony of cellular
and molecular processes. From the initial capture of light by photoreceptor cells to the com-
plex processing in the inner layers and the transmission of refined signals through ganglion
cells, the retina demonstrates an incredible capacity for visual information processing. Un-
derstanding these intricacies not only deepens our appreciation for the physiological marvel
of vision but also offers insights into the remarkable adaptability and efficiency of biolog-
ical systems. Figure 1.1 shows the pictorial representation of different layers that exist in
retina.
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1.2 Optical Coherence Tomography

Optical Coherence Tomography (OCT) is a non-invasive imaging technique that uses light
waves to capture detailed, cross-sectional images of biological tissues. It was first developed
in the early 1990s and has since become a valuable tool in various medical fields, partic-
ularly ophthalmology and cardiology. OCT enables high-resolution, real-time imaging of
biological tissues at micrometer-scale resolution.

1.2.1 Basic Principle

OCT is based on the principle of interferometry, specifically low-coherence interferometry.
The key components include a light source, a beamsplitter, a reference arm, and a sample
arm. A beam of light is split into a reference arm and a sample arm. The light reflected
from the tissue and the reference arm is recombined, and interference patterns are analyzed
to generate detailed images.

Figure 1.2 is an OC'T image of the different retinal layers.

ILM
RNFL posterior

OPL posterior
ISOS junction
RPE

Bruch’s

Figure 1.2: A Typical OCT Image with Retinal Layers.

1.2.2 Types of OCT

Different types of OCT are discussed here.

1. Time-Domain OCT (TD-OCT)[5]:



e Principle: TD-OCT is the original form of OCT and operates by physically
scanning the reference arm’s mirror to vary the optical path length.

e Advantages:

— Proven technology with a long history of use.

— Suitable for various applications, especially in ophthalmology.
e Limitations:

— Limited imaging speed due to mechanical scanning.
— Susceptible to motion artifacts.

2. Frequency-Domain OCT (FD-OCT)[7]:

e Principle: FD-OCT eliminates the need for mechanical scanning by using a

spectrometer to measure the interference spectrum. It is also known as Fourier-
Domain OCT.

e Types of FD-OCT:

— Spatially Encoded Frequency-Domain OCT [3]: Utilizes spatial en-
coding techniques to improve the imaging speed and sensitivity.

e Advantages:

— Higher imaging speed compared to TD-OCT.
— Improved sensitivity and signal-to-noise ratio.

e Limitations:
— More complex instrumentation.
3. Swept-Source OCT (SS-OCT)[24]:
e Principle: SS-OCT employs a tunable laser source that rapidly sweeps through
a range of wavelengths. It is a specific type of FD-OCT.
e Advantages:

— Improved imaging depth and speed.
— Reduced sensitivity roll-off with depth.
— Suitable for imaging highly scattering tissues.

e Limitations:

— Requires stable, high-speed tunable lasers.



— Susceptible to motion artifacts.
4. Full-Field OCT (FF-OCT)[20]:
e Principle: In FF-OCT, the entire field of view is illuminated simultaneously,
and the interference pattern is analyzed for each point in the field.
e Advantages:

— High-speed imaging over a large field of view.
— Suitable for imaging biological tissues in vivo.

e Limitations:

— Complex instrumentation.

— Limited depth penetration.
5. Polarization-Sensitive OCT (PS-OCT)|6, 4]:
e Principle: PS-OCT measures the polarization states of the backscattered light
to provide additional contrast information.
e Applications:

— Differentiation of tissues with varying birefringence (e.g., muscle and nerve
fibers).

— Detection of pathological changes in tissue structure.
e Advantages:
— Enhanced tissue contrast.
e Limitations:
— Requires specialized components.
6. Optical Coherence Elastography (OCE)[38]:
e Principle: Combines OCT with elastography to assess tissue mechanical prop-
erties.
e Applications:

— Detection of tissue stiffness changes, useful in cancer diagnosis.

— Monitoring changes in tissue elasticity during interventions.

e Advantages:



— Provides additional functional information.
e Limitations:
— Limited by the need for specialized elastography techniques.
7. Multi-Modal OCT[31]:
e Principle: Combines OCT with other imaging modalities (e.g., fluorescence
imaging, confocal microscopy) to obtain complementary information.
e Applications:

— Enhanced tissue characterization.
— Improved identification of specific structures or molecules.

e Advantages:
— Comprehensive information.
e Limitations:

— Increased complexity.
8. Spectral-Domain OCT (SD-OCT)|[30, 20]:

e Principle: In SD-OCT, a broadband light source is used to illuminate the
tissue, and the backscattered light is interfered with a reference beam. Instead
of physically scanning the reference arm, a spectrometer is employed to analyze
the interference spectrum. The spectrum is then transformed using a Fourier
transform, revealing depth information about the sample.

e Applications:

— Enhanced tissue characterization.

— Improved identification of specific structures or molecules.
e Advantages:

— High Imaging Speed.

— Improved Sensitivity.

— Reduced Motion Artifacts.

— Increased Depth Resolution.

— Real-Time Imaging.

— Versatility.

e Limitations:



— Instrumentation can be complex.
— There may be trade-offs between imaging depth, resolution, and speed.

— The need for stable light sources and calibration is crucial for obtaining
accurate and reliable results.
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Figure 1.3: The Schematic diagrams of A:TD-OCT, B:SD-OCT, C: SS-OCT and D:FF-
OCT machines. Image taken from [69].

1.2.3 Applications of OCT

1. Ophthalmology:

e Retinal Imaging: OCT is extensively used for imaging the retina, enabling
visualization of the different layers of the retina and aiding in the diagnosis
and management of various eye diseases such as macular degeneration, diabetic
retinopathy, and glaucoma.
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e Corneal Imaging: OCT is employed for imaging the cornea, providing detailed
information about corneal thickness and morphology.

2. Cardiology:

e Intravascular OCT (IVOCT): This application involves imaging blood ves-
sels from within, providing high-resolution images of arterial structures. It is
particularly useful in assessing coronary artery disease and guiding interven-
tions.

e Corneal Imaging: OCT is employed for imaging the cornea, providing detailed
information about corneal thickness and morphology.

3. Other Medical Fields:

e Dermatology: OCT is used for skin imaging, assisting in the diagnosis of skin
conditions and monitoring treatment responses.

e Gastroenterology: OCT can be used for imaging the gastrointestinal tract,
aiding in the detection and characterization of lesions.

1.3 Optical Coherence Tomography Angiography

OCTA is an advanced imaging technique that provides high-resolution, non-invasive visual-
ization of the vasculature in various tissues. It has revolutionized the field of ophthalmology,
providing detailed images of retinal and choroidal blood flow without the need for contrast
dyes or invasive procedures. OCTA utilizes principles of traditional OCT combined with
angiography to produce volumetric images of blood vessels.

1.3.1 Principles of OCTA

1. Interference-Based Imaging: Similar to conventional OCT, OCTA relies on low-
coherence interferometry to measure the backscattered light from tissue. By compar-

ing the interference patterns between consecutive scans, it can detect motion caused
by blood flow.

2. Blood Flow Detection: OCTA distinguishes static tissue from flowing blood by
detecting variations in signal intensity over time. This enables the visualization of
both structural and blood flow information.

11



3. Depth-Resolved Imaging: With advancements in technology, OCTA can provide
depth-resolved images, allowing visualization of blood flow at different layers of the
tissue. This capability is particularly useful in assessing various retinal and choroidal
pathologies.

1.3.2 Applications of OCTA

1. Retinal Diseases: OCTA has become an invaluable tool in the diagnosis and man-
agement of retinal diseases such as diabetic retinopathy, age-related macular degener-
ation, and retinal vascular occlusions. It enables clinicians to visualize microvascular
changes associated with these conditions, facilitating early detection and treatment
monitoring.

2. Glaucoma: OCTA aids in assessing the optic nerve head and peripapillary vascula-
ture, providing insights into the pathophysiology of glaucoma. It helps in identifying
vascular abnormalities associated with glaucomatous optic neuropathy and monitor-
ing disease progression.

3. Choroidal Imaging: OCTA allows visualization of the choroidal vasculature, aiding
in the evaluation of choroidal neovascularization in age-related macular degeneration
and other choroidal diseases. It provides detailed information about the location, ex-
tent, and flow characteristics of these abnormal vessels, guiding treatment decisions.

1.4 Different types of Artifacts in OCTA images

OCTA images capture blood flow in the retina and are utilized in ophthalmology for
diagnosing various eye conditions. Different types of artifacts can occur in OCTA images,
which can affect the interpretation and analysis of the images. Here are some common
types of artifacts found in OCTA images:

1.4.1 Projection Artifacts

Projection artifacts, also known as decorrelation tail artifacts, are a common occurrence in
OCTA imaging. These artifacts arise from the projection of blood vessels from superficial
retinal layers onto deeper layers, leading to false positive signals and potentially misleading
interpretations of the vasculature.

12



The phenomenon of projection artifacts has been extensively studied in the field of
ophthalmology. A study by [70] investigated the characteristics of projection artifacts in
OCTA images and proposed methods for their identification and mitigation. The authors
emphasized the importance of distinguishing between true flow signals and artifacts to
avoid misinterpretation of retinal vascular patterns.

Moreover, the study conducted by [65] delved into the development of advanced algo-
rithms for the suppression of projection artifacts in OCTA images. By employing complex
signal processing techniques and machine learning algorithms, they demonstrated signifi-
cant improvements in artifact reduction, thereby enhancing the reliability of OCTA imaging
for clinical diagnosis and research purposes.

Projection artifacts pose a challenge in the accurate interpretation of OCTA images,
particularly in assessing the vascular morphology and detecting pathological changes in the
retina. Clinicians and researchers need to be aware of these artifacts and utilize appropriate
strategies to minimize their impact on image analysis and interpretation.

1.4.2 Shadow Artifacts

OCTA images occur due to reduced signal penetration through retinal layers, often caused
by dense retinal pigment or blood vessels casting shadows onto deeper layers. These arti-
facts can obscure underlying structures and affect the interpretation of vasculature patterns
in the retina.

Research in the field of ophthalmology has shed light on the characteristics and impli-
cations of shadow artifacts in OCTA imaging. For instance, the study by [19] highlighted
the impact of shadowing from overlying retinal vessels on the visualization of deeper reti-
nal layers in OCTA images. The authors emphasized the need for strategies to mitigate
shadow artifacts to improve the accuracy of retinal vascular analysis.

Furthermore, the work of [21] investigated the influence of RPE alterations on shadow
artifacts in OCTA images. They observed that disruptions in the RPE, such as atrophy
or hypertrophy, can exacerbate shadowing effects, leading to decreased image quality and
potential misinterpretation of retinal vasculature.

To address the challenge posed by shadow artifacts, advanced image processing tech-
niques have been developed. For instance, the study by [66] proposed a method for shadow
artifact removal in OCTA images based on adaptive thresholding and morphological op-
erations. Their findings demonstrated the efficacy of this approach in enhancing image
clarity and facilitating accurate vascular analysis.
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In summary, shadow artifacts represent a significant challenge in OCTA imaging, im-
pacting the visualization and interpretation of retinal vasculature. Recognizing these arti-
facts and employing appropriate correction methods are essential for improving the relia-
bility of OCTA-based diagnosis and research.

1.4.3 Bulk Motion Artifact

Bulk motion artifacts are a common issue in OCTA imaging, arising from sudden shifts
or movements of the entire eye during image acquisition. These artifacts can distort the
image and lead to inaccuracies in the assessment of retinal vasculature.

Several studies have investigated the characteristics and implications of bulk motion
artifacts in OCTA imaging. For example, the study by Gao et al. [15] highlighted the im-
pact of eye movement on OCTA image quality and the occurrence of bulk motion artifacts,
particularly in cases where patients are unable to maintain stable fixation during image
acquisition. The authors emphasized the need for effective motion correction techniques
to mitigate the influence of bulk motion artifacts on OCTA image interpretation.

Moreover, the study by [J] focused on the development of algorithms for real-time
motion correction in OCTA imaging. By implementing sophisticated image processing
techniques and motion tracking algorithms, they demonstrated significant improvements
in artifact reduction and image quality enhancement.

Additionally, research efforts have been directed towards the integration of eye-tracking
systems into OCTA devices to minimize bulk motion artifacts. The study by [60] inves-
tigated the efficacy of an integrated eye-tracking system for real-time motion correction
during OCTA image acquisition. Their findings highlighted the potential of eye-tracking
technology in reducing bulk motion artifacts and improving the accuracy of retinal vascular
analysis.

Bulk motion artifacts pose a significant challenge in OCTA imaging, impacting the
quality and reliability of vascular assessment. Recognizing these artifacts and implementing
appropriate correction methods are essential for ensuring accurate diagnosis and research
outcomes in ophthalmology.

1.4.4 Motion Artifact

Motion artifacts represent a significant challenge in OCTA imaging, resulting from invol-
untary eye movements during image acquisition. These artifacts can lead to blurred or
distorted images, affecting the interpretation of retinal vasculature.
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Several studies have investigated motion artifacts in OCTA imaging and proposed meth-
ods for their mitigation. For instance, the study by [50] examined the impact of motion
artifacts on OCTA image quality and emphasized the importance of motion tracking and
correction techniques to improve image clarity and reliability. They highlighted the need
for real-time monitoring of eye movements to minimize motion artifacts during image ac-
quisition.

Furthermore, the work by [19] focused on the development of algorithms for motion
artifact detection and correction in OCTA images. By utilizing advanced image processing
techniques and motion tracking algorithms, they demonstrated significant improvements
in artifact reduction and image quality enhancement.

Moreover, the study by [14] investigated the efficacy of deep learning-based approaches
for motion artifact removal in OCTA images. By training convolutional neural networks on
a large dataset of OCTA images with motion artifacts, they achieved promising results in
automatically detecting and correcting motion artifacts, thereby improving image quality
and diagnostic accuracy.

Motion artifacts pose a significant challenge in OCTA imaging, impacting the reliability
and accuracy of vascular analysis. Recognizing these artifacts and implementing appropri-
ate correction methods are crucial for ensuring the quality of OCTA-based diagnosis and
research in ophthalmology.
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Chapter 2

Removal of Motion Artifacts

This chapter is based on:

1. Bhardwaj R, Abdul Rasheed M, Jothi Bal-
aji J, Lakshminarayanan V. Training method
for the Removal of Motion Artifacts from

OCTA images. In submission at Journal of
Medical Optics.
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2.1 Overview

There are different kinds of artifacts found in OCTA images which make the entire diagnosis
process of retinal diseases by the medical practitioners complicated. In this work, we
propose a training technique which is able to simply as well as efficiently remove motion
artifacts from the OCTA images. We generate artificial motion artifacts in an image which
helps us to create a training image pair of one with and without motion artifacts in it.
We also show the generation of cardinal mask which plays a pivotal role in the removal
of these artifacts. This training method is used with other architectures which makes it a
plug-and-play system in the entire removal process.

2.2 Introduction

OCT is a rapid and non-invasive optical imaging technology utilized not only in laboratory
research but also in clinical applications [18]. Tts extension, OCTA, has found application
in diverse fields such as ophthalmology, dermatology, and brain functional imaging. For
diagnosing retinal conditions like diabetic retinopathy [52], macular degeneration|61], and
choroidal neovascular membrane[16], OCTA plays a crucial role. While OCTA plays a piv-
otal role in the mentioned applications, it is highly susceptible to various types of artifacts.
These artifacts result in the loss of crucial information from the images, complicating the
diagnosis process for medical practitioners. Numerous approaches [13, 28, 32] have been
introduced to address various types of artifacts; however, mitigating motion artifacts in
OCTA images remains one of the most challenging tasks.

Motion artifacts in OCTA images pose significant challenges to the diagnosis process
for medical practitioners. These artifacts can arise from involuntary eye movements, pa-
tient motion, or even instability in the imaging system itself. They manifest as blurring,
distortion, or ghosting in the acquired images, leading to the loss of critical structural and
vascular details. This loss of information impedes accurate interpretation and diagnosis of
retinal conditions such as diabetic retinopathy, macular degeneration, and choroidal neo-
vascular membrane. For instance, a study by [11] demonstrated that motion artifacts in
OCTA images can obscure subtle changes in retinal vasculature, potentially masking the
presence of pathological features. Similarly, the work by [50] highlighted how motion arti-
facts can affect the assessment of choroidal vasculature in diseases like age-related macular
degeneration. Consequently, addressing motion artifacts in OCTA imaging is essential for
improving diagnostic accuracy and enhancing clinical outcomes.
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In this paper, we try to tackle the problem of motion artifacts in the OCTA images. We
propose a training process that can be used with architectures like UNet[18], UNet+-[70]
and ENet[13] to remove motion artifacts. In this proposed training method, we produce
artificial motion artifacts in a OCTA images that remarkably replicate real motion artifacts
found in an OCTA image. Using this technique we are able to achieve a training pair,
with and without the artifact, which makes the entire feature learning process for the
architecture simpler. First, we collect two images of the same eye of a patient taken at
different timestamps. Both the images would never perfectly align and a disparity would
exist between the two images due to the natural motion of the eye. Upon aligning, we
horizontally split the image into multiple images each with smaller heights. An image pair
is selected from the same region of the two aligned images. Then, we crop a thin stripe of
image from one of the pair and paste it into the other at the same aligned location. We
also generate a cardinal mask along the stripe which takes the non artifact region of the
image into account. This cardinal mask plays a very crucial role in the removal of motion
artifact. The synthetically generated motion artifact image along with the cardinal mask
serves as a input to the network. This simple yet efficient technique is able to achieve
promising results in removing motion artifacts from the OCTA image.

2.3 Method

In this section, we delineate the steps involved for the removal of motion artifacts from
the OCTA image. In 2.3.1, we elucidate the data collection steps and how it is annotated.
In 2.3.2, the two images taken of the same eye are aligned using image registration. In
2.3.3, we show the main part of this work in which we generate artificial motion artifacts
in OCTA images for training. Finally, in 2.3.4, we explain the creation of cardinal mask
which plays a crucial role in the removal of motion artifacts from the image.

2.3.1 Data Collection and Annotation

In this step, we take two images of the same eye of a patient taken at two different timesteps.
Since the eye undergoes natural motion, there would exist some kind of disparity between
the two images. Then, the regions having the motion artifacts in the collected images
are annotated by the optometrists. This annotation will also be used in generating the
cardinal mask, explained in 2.3.4, which will play a pivotal role for the removal of artifact.
Pictorial representation of this step is shown in Fig 2.1.
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Figure 2.1: (a) and (b) are two images taken of the same eye at different timestamps. (c)
and (d) consist of the annotation of motion artifacts in (a) and (b) respectively by the
optometrist.

2.3.2 Image Registration

As already mentioned, the two images taken at different timesteps consists of disparity due
to the natural motion of the eye. In order to align the images, we first extract the features
from the two annotated images individually. Then, we match the features extracted from
these images. We just take the top 20% of the matched features into consideration. Finally,
we obtain an aligned image using homography|[12] from the matched features. Fig 2.2 shows
an example of aligned image.
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Figure 2.2: (a) is now aligned with (b) using homography|!2]

2.3.3 Generating faux motion artifacts

Upon aligning the images using homography[12], we have two annotated images that are
aligned to each other. The second image is the original image with no changes and the
first image is aligned to the first image. Then, both the images are cropped from the same
region along their width. This technique helps to produce more number of images for
training as well as we discard the cropped image pairs if it consists on real motion artifact
that were annotated by the optometrists.

After obtaining the two cropped images with no motion artifacts in them, we randomly
select a thin strip from the second image. The height of this thin strip varies from 3 to
8 pixels. This thin strip is cropped and pasted onto the first image exactly at the same
location it was extracted from in the second image. Thus, we obtain finally obtain a pair
of images, with and without the motion artifact, which would be served as input to the
model. While performing this process, we do not restrict ourselves to just one artifact
per pair. We randomly introduce two artifacts in a single pair as well for the model to
efficiently learn removing the artifacts if multiple of them are close enough. This step is
pictorially represented in Fig 2.3.
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Figure 2.3: (a) and (b) are two images cropped from the Fig 2.2. (c) shows how a thin
strip is taken from (b) and pasted in (a), replicating a motion artifact. (c) consisting of
motion artifact is served as one of the inputs to the model and (a) acts as a ground truth
image with no artifact.

2.3.4 Cardinal mask

The generation of cardinal mask plays the most vital role in the removal of motion artifacts.
Initially, we start by taking a mask along the strip in the synthetically generated image.
Then, we perform Otsu’s Thresholding [11] on the horizontal image crops in order to
retrieve the most relevant parts of the image and suppress the motion artifacts. Finally,
we multiply the Otsu’s generated image with the cardinal mask which allows to obtain the
mask along the most relevant part of the motion artifact region. Fig 2.4 shows how the
cardinal mask looks like and generated.

R e N A I

(a) (b)

Figure 2.4: (a) shows the result after using Otsu’s Thresholding [11]. (b) is the mask
highlighting the region where the motion artifact exists. (c) is produced by multiplying
(a) with (b).
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2.3.5 Working

In this section, we delineate the inputs provided to the model and the anticipated outcome.
Two inputs are provided to the network. ( is defined as the image consisting of the
artificially generated motion artifact, also shown in (c¢) of Fig 2.3. ¢ denotes the cardinal
mask highlighting the relevant portions to the motion artifact to be focused on, also shown
in (c) of Fig 2.4. I represents the network used.

~

¥ =T([¢, a) (2.1)

2.3.6 Loss Function

The original image ¢ which was tampered to be introduced with artificial motion artifact
serves as the ground truth image, shown in (a) of Fig 2.3. The L;, is mathematically
represented as:

Limg = W’ - 1&’ (2-2)

Subsequently, in order for the model to specifically focus on motion artifact region, we
apply the mask loss.

Lmask = WJ*(Q_’&*M (23)

2.4 Experiments

2.4.1 Dataset

We assess the performance of the proposed training method in 140 images taken from 70
eyes. For every 70 eyes two images were taken after different timestamps. Each image is
of the resolution 410 x 410. These images were collected in Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai,
India. Foveal microvascular dimensions (Angioplex) were imaged using optical coherence
tomography angiography (OCTA; Cirrus 5000 Angioplex; Carl Zeiss Meditec Inc., Dublin).

2.4.2 Setup

All the training was done conducted on a single Nvidia Titan V Graphics processing unit
(GPU) with 12 gigabytes of memory. All reported results and training times are specific
to this GPU configuration. We utilized the PyTorch library [11] for the implementation.
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2.4.3 Quantitative Results

The proposed training method is used on UNet[18], ENet[13] and UNet++[70]. Here we
show the quantitative results for architectures only along the stripe in the image consisting
of motion artifacts.

Table 2.1: PSNR and SSIM results across various architectures on the proposed training
method.

‘ Architecture ‘ PSNR 1 ‘ SSIM *+ ‘
ENet[13] 14.79 0.36
UNet+-+[70] 15.41 0.45
UNet[15] 16.68 0.51

Table 2.2: Training time and different architectures.

Architecture Training Time
(hours)

ENet[43] 9

UNet++[70] 6

UNet[18] 2.5

In table 2.1, we show the PSNR and SSIM of various architectures on the proposed
training method. In table 2.2, we show the training time taken by the networks.

2.4.4 Qualitative Results

In this section, we show the the qualitative results of the proposed method. In Fig 2.5,
we can see how different architectures overcome the motion artifacts in the image that are
supplied as input to them. The red arrow highlights those regions in the image that consist
of the motion artifact. Green arrow highlights the resolved part, removing the artifact.

2.5 Conclusion

OCTA images are used for the diagnosis of retinal diseases. However, different kinds of
artifacts are commonly found in them. In this work, we propose a training method which
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UNet [46]

Figure 2.5: Red arrow shows the part of the image consisting of motion artifact. Green
arrow shows how the architecture removes the motion artifact.

removes motion artifacts from the OCTA images. First, the annotation of the motion
artifacts is performed by the optometrists. Then, the annotated images are aligned using
homography|[12]. After the alignment, we generate the artificial motion artifacts in the
image which remarkably replicate the real ones. Finally, we create a cardinal mask which
plays a crucial role in the removal of motion artifacts in the image. Since this training
method can be used with multiple architectures, it becomes a plug-and-play system to
overcome these artifacts.
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Chapter 3

Super-Resolution of the OCTA image

This chapter is based on:

1. R Bhardwaj, J J Balaji, and V Lakshmi-
narayanan. ’OW-SLR: Overlapping Win-
dows on Semi-Local Region for Image Super-

Resolution”. In MDPI: Journal of Imaging
2023, Vol. 9(11), p.246
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3.1 Overview

There has been considerable progress in implicit neural representation to upscale an image
to any arbitrary resolution. However, existing methods are based on defining a function to
predict the RGB value from just four specific loci. Relying on just four loci is insufficient
as it leads to losing fine details from the neighboring region(s). We show that by taking
into account the semi-local region leads to an improvement in performance. In this paper,
we propose applying a new technique called Overlapping Windows on Semi-Local Region
(OW-SLR) to an image to obtain any arbitrary resolution by taking the coordinates of
the semi-local region around a point in the latent space. This extracted detail is used to
predict the RGB value of a point. We illustrate the technique by applying the algorithm to
the OCTA images and show that it can upscale them to random resolution. This technique
outperforms the existing state-of-the-art methods when applied to the OCT500 dataset.
OW-SLR provides better results for classifying healthy and diseased retinal images such as
diabetic retinopathy and normals from the given set of OCTA images. The project page
is available at https://rishavbb.github.io/ow-slr/index.html.

3.2 Introduction

The primary objective of super-resolution (SR) is to obtain a credible HR image from
a LR image. The major challenge is to retrieve the information which is too minute or
almost non existent, and to extrapolate this information to higher dimensions which is
plausible to the human eye. Furthermore, the availability of paired HR-LR image data
poses another concern. Typically, an image is downsampled using a specific method in the
hope of encountering a real-life LR image that is somewhat similar. The aim of SR models
is to fill in the deficient information between the HR and LR images, thereby bridging the
gap. Also, for high-dimensional inputs like videos and 3D scans there are quite a few work
in the literature [55, 58, 34, 59, 33, 16].

Most of the architectures [30, 53, 67, 45, 37] proposed for SR of images upsample them
by a fixed factor only. This means that a separate architecture needs to be trained for each
unseen upscaling factor. However, the real world is continuous in nature, whereas images
are represented and stored as discrete values in 2D arrays. Inspired by [50, 12, 10, 51] for
3D shape reconstruction using implicit neural representation, [$] proposed Local Implicit
Image Function (LIIF) to represent images in a continuous fashion. Some postprocessing is
performed to obtain the RGB value of the query point. This approach enables representing
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and manipulating images in a continuous manner, departing from the traditional discrete
representation in 2D arrays.

In our work, we draw partial inspiration from advancements in 3D shape reconstruction,
but we extend the approach by considering a semi-local region rather than relying solely on
four specific locations. Our method allows for extrapolation to any random upscaling factor
using the same architecture. This architecture takes into account the semi-local region and
specifically learns to extract important details related to a query point in the latent space
that needs to be upscaled. In this paper, we propose an image representation technique
called Overlapping Windows for Semi-Local Representation in a continuous domain and we
fine our work as follows: (i) Each image is represented as a set of latent codes, establishing
a continuous nature. To determine the RGB value of a point in the HR image within
the latent space, we employ a decoding function. (ii) This semi-local region is fed into
network as input which generates the embeddings of the intricate details in it which have
high probability of getting lost when an entire image is taken into consideration by the
networks. (iii) The overlapping window technique allows for effective learning of features
within the semi-local region around a point in the latent space using the embeddings. (iv)
A decoder takes the features derived from the overlapping window technique and produces
the RGB value of the corresponding point in the HR image.

In summary, our work makes two key contributions. Firstly, we introduce a novel
technique called overlapping windows, which enables efficient learning of features within
the semi-local region around a point. This approach allows for more effective representation
and extraction of important details. Secondly, our architecture is capable of upscaling an
image to any arbitrary factor, providing flexibility and versatility without the need for
separate architectures for different upscaling factors. This contribution enables seamless
and consistent image upscaling using a unified framework.

3.3 Related Work

During the early stages of SR research, images were typically upsampled by a certain
factor using simple interpolation techniques, and the network was trained to learn the
extrapolation of the LR images [10, 22]. However, this approach presents some issues.
Firstly, the pre-upsampling process introduces more parameters compared to the post-
upsampling process. Pre-upsampling is defined as upscaling the input image and then
passing it through the network, whereas post-upsampling is defined as passing the image
through the network and then upscaling the feature map. Secondly, due to the higher
requirement of parameters more training time becomes a requisite. The network needed
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to learn the intricacies of the pre-upsampling method, which added to the overall training
complexity. Finally, the pre-upsampling process using traditional bicubic interpolation
does not yield realistic results during testing. Since it is the first step of the SR pipeline,
the network often attempts to mimic this interpolation, which limits the realism of the
output images. On the other hand, post-upsampling approaches, where the LR image
is downscaled in the very first step, typically involve the use of bicubic interpolation for
resizing. However, downscaling an image, even with bicubic interpolation, tends to yield
more realistic results compared to upscaling. As a result, the research focus has shifted
towards post-upsampling techniques, which provides more efficient and realistic SR results
by leveraging downscaling with appropriate interpolation methods in the very first step.

As already mentioned, downscaling of images happens as the initial step in post-
upsampling process. The network learns features from the downscaled image and the
upsamples the learned features towards the very end. A technique proposed by Shi et
al. [53] in their work is known as sub-pixel convolution. Sub-pixel convolution handles
the extrapolation of each pixel by accumulating the features along the channel of that
pixel. By rearranging the feature channels, sub-pixel convolution enables the network to
effectively upscale the LR image to a higher resolution. While sub-pixel convolution pro-
vides a practical solution for upsampling by integral factors (x1, X2, x3, etc.), it does not
support fractional upsampling factors (x1.4, x2.9, etc.). However, for cases where fixed
integral upsampling factors are sufficient, sub-pixel convolution offers an efficient approach
to achieving high-quality upsampling. The work by Ledig et al. [29] introduced the use of
multiple residual blocks for feature extraction in SR tasks. Their approach demonstrated
the effectiveness of residual blocks in capturing and enhancing image details. Building upon
Ledig et al.’s work, Lim et al. [37] proposed an enhanced SR model that incorporated in-
sights regarding batch normalization. They postulated that removing batch normalization
from the residual blocks could lead to improved performance for SR tasks. This is because
batch normalization tends to normalize the input, which may reduce the network’s ability
to capture and amplify the fine details required for SR. Removing batch normalization
not only results in a reduction in memory requirements but also makes the network faster.
Additionally, the work by Shi et al. [53] contributed to the development of various ap-
proaches for SR using Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs). These approaches include
methods proposed by [67, 29, 39, 68]. These methods aimed to enhance feature extraction
capabilities specifically tailored for SR problems, further advancing the state-of-the-art in
SR research.

After the success of CNNs in SR tasks, researchers explored the use of Generative
Adversarial Networks (GAN)s to further improve SR performance. Several works, such
as [29, 51, 63], introduced different GAN architectures for extrapolating LR images to
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higher resolution. Enhanced Super-Resolution Generative Adversarial Network (ESRGAN)
proposed by Wang et al. [04] introduced a perceptual loss function and modified the
generator network to produce HR images. This perceptual loss function aimed to align
the visual quality of the generated HR images with that of the ground truth HR images,
improving the perceptual realism of the results.

In Real-ESRGAN [62], the authors addressed the issue of using LR images downsampled
with simple techniques like bicubic interpolation during training. They note that real-
world LR images undergo various types of degradations, compressions, and noise, unlike the
simple interpolation-based downsampling. To simulate realistic LR images during training,
they proposed a novel technique that subjected the training images to various degradation
processes, mimicking real-life scenarios. Additionally, Real-ESRGAN/[62] introduced an U-
Net[18] discriminator to enhance the adversarial training process and improve the quality
of the generated HR images.

3.4 Method

We illustrate the three main components of our approach in this section along with its
pictorial representation in Figure 3.1. In Section 3.4.1, we introduce the backbone of our
framework. We represent the LR image as a feature map, which serves as the basis for
subsequent processing and analysis. In Section 3.4.2, we demonstrate how we find the
semi-local region of an arbitrary point in the HR image. This region contains valuable
information that helps determine the corresponding RGB value. In Section 3.4.3, we
highlight the Overlapping Windows technique, which plays a crucial role in predicting
the RGB value of a point in the HR image. We accomplish this by leveraging the semi-
local region extracted around the sampling points of the feature map. These three parts
collectively form the foundation of our approach, allowing for accurate prediction of RGB
values.

3.4.1 Backbone Framework

To extract features from the LR image, we employ the Enhanced Deep Residual Networks
(EDSR) [37]. Specifically, we utilize the baseline architecture of EDSR[37], which consists
of 16 residual blocks.

= FEDSR(ILR) (3.1)
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Figure 3.1: (a) An LR image is taken. (b) It is passed through EDSR [37] and a feature
map is produced. (c) Locating the semi-local region (M = 6) around a random selected
point from HR image. (d) Semi-local region is passed through the proposed Overlapping
Windows. (e) This output is passed through the MLP to give out the RGB value of a
randomly selected point. Steps (c-e) are performed for all the points in the HR image.

Given an LR image denoted as Iz € RT*W*C e express it in the form of a feature map
Y € RPX@*P  Here, H and W represent the height and width of the LR image, respectively,
and C' signifies the number of channels. P and () represent the spatial dimensions of the
feature map, and D denotes the depth of the feature map.

3.4.2 Locating the Semi-Local Region

In our scenario, we aim to predict the RGB value at any random point in a continuous HR
image of arbitrary dimensions. Let Igr € R**Y*C represent the HR image. To predict
the RGB value at a specific point, we first select a point of interest. Then, we identify its
corresponding spatially equivalent point in the feature map v obtained from the LR image
using bilinear interpolation denoted as Up;.

Zf? = UB[(ZL‘,w) (32)

where & and x are the 2D coordinates of the 1 and Iy g respectively.

Furthermore, we extract a square semi-local region around this corresponding point.
The size of this region is determined by a length parameter M units, where each unit
dimension of the square region corresponds to the inverse of the dimensions P and @) of
the feature map ¢ along its length and breadth respectively defined in Equation (5) which
is used to find the discrete positions in the semi-local region. Once we have identified the
square semi-local region around the corresponding point in the feature map v, we proceed
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to extract M x M depth features from this region using Equation (3). These depth features
capture the important information necessary for predicting the RGB value at the desired
point in the HR image. To extract these features, we employ a closest Euclidean distance
approach denoted by 0gp. Each point within the M x M region in ¢ is mapped to the
nearest point in the latent space, which represents the extracted depth feature. Figure 3.2
illustrates the working of selecting of features from the feature map. This mapping ensures
that we capture the most relevant information from the semi-local region.

X = (& — thy %, 8 — 1y * J) (3.3)

-M —M +M +M -M —-M +M +M
={—+1...— -1, —}j={————+1,...— =1, — 4
1 { 2 9 2 _|— Y 2 Y 2 }’j { 2 ) 2 Y 2 Y 2 } (3 )
1 1
Thus, X holds the 2D coordinates of all the M x M points.
S =3pp(X, 1)) (3.6)

Figure 3.3 illustrates how the semi-local region is identified and used to extract the
M x M depth features from the feature map 1. This depiction helps to visualize the steps
involved in the feature extraction process.

3.4.3 Overlapping Windows

After extracting the semi-local region S € RM*M*D qur objective is to obtain the RGB
value of the center point using this region. To achieve this, we employ a overlapping
window-based approach. We start with four windows, each with a size of M — 1, positioned
at the four corners of S. Each window extracts information from its respective region and
passes it on to the next subsequent window in the process. With each iteration, the size
of the window decreases by 1 until it reaches a final size of % This iterative process
ensures that information is progressively gathered and refined towards the center point.
This approach allows us to effectively capture and utilize the information from the semi-
local region while focusing on the features that are most relevant for determining the RGB

value.
I'=s;%w; (3.7)

In each iteration i, where the window size decreases by 1 for the next step, we utilize
weights w; for combining the features from all four corners. This ensures that the infor-
mation from each corner is properly incorporated and made available for the subsequent
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Figure 3.2: To extract features from a feature map of size 3 x 3, we focus on a specific
query point represented by a red dot. In order to determine which pixel locations in the
feature map correspond to this query point, we compute the Euclidean distance between
the query point and the center points of each pixel location. In the provided image, the
black line represents the closest pixel location in the feature map to the query point.

iteration. In the last step, we take a final window size of 2, but instead of being positioned
at the corners as in previous iterations, it is centered around the target point of interest.
The features extracted from this final window are then passed through a MLP to make the
final prediction.

By adapting the window positions and sizes throughout the iterations, we effectively
capture and aggregate the relevant information from the semi-local region. This approach
allows us to make accurate predictions at the target point, utilizing the combined features
from all iterations and the final MLP-based processing. Figure 3.4 shows the working of
the overlapping windows.
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(a)

Figure 3.3: (a) Given an HR image, a point of interest (red dot) is selected to predict
its RGB value. (b) Its corresponding spatially equivalent 2D coordinate is selected from
the feature map. (c) Locating the semi-local region (M = 6) around the calculated 2D
coordinate.

3.5 Results and Discussion

3.5.1 Dataset

We used the OCT500 [35] dataset and randomly sampled 524 images from it to train
our network. It consists of 300 3 x 3 OCTA images and 224 6 x 6 OCTA images. For
evaluation, 80 images were selected and we report the results using PSNR metric.

3.5.2 Implementation Details

During the training process, we apply downsampling to each image using bicubic inter-
polation in PyTorch [I]. This downsampling is performed by selecting a random factor,
which introduces the desired level of degradation to the images. For training, we utilize a
batch size of 16 images. From each HR image, we randomly select 1500 points for which
we aim to calculate the RGB values. These points serve as the targets for our network
during the optimization process.

To optimize the network, we employ the L1 loss function and use the Adam opti-
mizer [23]. The learning rate is initialized as 1.e — 4 and is decayed by a factor of 0.3
at specific epochs, namely [40, 60, 70]. We train the network for a total of 100 epochs,
allowing it to learn the necessary representations and refine its predictions over time.
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Figure 3.4: The first iteration of overlapping windows, where the window size = M — 1
(M = 6). Assuming the feature map is of negligible depth and four windows are positioned
at the four corners of the feature map.

Furthermore, each LR image is converted into a feature map of size 48 x 48 with a
depth of 64 using the EDSR-baseline architecture. This conversion process ensures that
the LR images are properly represented and aligned with the architecture used in the
training process.

3.5.3 Quantitative Results

In Figure 3.5, we present a comparison of the performance of our proposed OW-SLR
method against existing works. The original image patch is first downsampled using bicubic
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interpolation to a lower resolution. It is evident that there is a significant loss of image
quality in the LR patches compared to the Ground Truth (GT) image. However, our model
outperforms the other existing methods, demonstrating a significant improvement when
the LR image is extrapolated to a higher scale. The results obtained by our model show
better preservation of details and higher fidelity compared to the other approaches when
the given image is extrapolated to higher scale. The PSNR results of each image are shown
in Table 3.1.

Inout Bicubic SRCNN EDSR OW-SLR GT
P (96x96) (96x96) (96x96 (ours - 96x96) (96x96)
¥y / r / . Y v ¢ ‘ v /

.\\‘: ; "_. - h Ao

48x48

Figure 3.5: A 96 x 96 patch is taken and its size is reduced to 24 x 24 (first row), 32 x 32
(second row) and 48 x 48 (third row) using bicubic interpolation. Our architecture uses
the same set to weights reproduce the given results. However, others require different set
of weights for a newer scale to be trained on. The PSNR results of each image are shown
in Table 3.1.

It is worth noting that our model achieves these results for different scaling factors
using the same set of weights trained once. In contrast, the other models would need to
be retrained for each new scale to which the LR image is extrapolated. This highlights the
versatility and efficiency of our model in handling various scaling factors without the need
for additional training.

In Table 3.2, we provide the upscaling time taken by the proposed model by different
factors, while training it just once.

In Table 3.3, we present the results of this technique compared to the existing state-of-
the-art methods on the OCT500 [35] dataset. The evaluation metric used in this case is the
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Table 3.1: PSNR result of each of the input images across different methods shown in
Figure 3.5.

Patch Size  Bicubic SRCNN [10] EDSR [37] OW-SLR
(Ours)

24 x 24 11.96 12.87 13.79 13.92

32 x 32 14.18 15.10 16.04 16.26

48 x 48 15.37 16.89 17.66 17.98

Table 3.2: Time taken to extrapolate a 320 x 320 image on a single Nvidia Titan V of 12
Gigabyte size.

Extrapolation Factor Time Taken (In Seconds)
2x 6.48
2.4x 8.90
3% 12.01
3.9% 19.46
4.5% 26.29
5 X 33.75

PSNR. Our work demonstrates superior performance compared to LIIF, highlighting the
effectiveness of considering the semi-local region instead of solely focusing on four specific
locations. By incorporating the information from the semi-local region, our approach
achieves improved results in terms of PSNR, showcasing the benefits of our methodology
for super-resolution tasks.

3.6 Conclusion

OCTA images help us for the diagnosis of retinal diseases. However, due to various reasons
like speckle noise, movement of the eye, hardware incapabilities, etc. we lose onto intricate
details in the capillaries that play a crucial role for correct diagnosis. We propose this
architecture which upscales a given LR image to arbitrary higher dimensions with enhanced
image quality. First, we extract the image features using a backbone architecture. We then
select a random point in the HR image and calculate its equivalent spatial point in the
extracted feature map. We find the semi-local region around this calculated point and pass
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Table 3.3: PSNR result on the 300 images from OCT500 [35]

Methods PSNR 1t
Real-ESRGAN [64] 15.66
SRCNN [10] 16.51
EDSR [37] 17.49
LIIF [¢] 17.60
OW-SLR (ours) 17.93

it through the proposed Overlapping Windows architecture. Finally, an MLP is used to
predict the RGB value using the output of the overlapping window architecture. We hope
our work will help the people in the medical field in their diagnosis. PSNR 17.93 is achieved
for the OCT500 dataset which outperforms the other state-of-the-art work. The technique
outperforms the existing methods and allows upscaling images to arbitrary resolution by
training the architecture just once.

While effective, it is worth noting that this algorithm does come with a slightly higher
computational cost due to its consideration of the semi-local region. There remains poten-
tial for further enhancements in both computational efficiency and accuracy while taking
the semi-local region into account. This work will provide a stepping stone for future
researchers to make strides in this direction.
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Chapter 4

Evaluation of Clinical Parameters

38



4.1 Introduction

OCTA images are used for the diagnosis of retinal diseases. In Chapter 2, we remove one
of the most difficult artifacts - motion artifacts - from the OCTA image. In Chapter 3,
we take the image, free from motion artifacts and increase the dimensions of the image to
allow better diagnosis by the medical practitioners using super-resolution. In this chapter,
we will be evaluating if this higher dimension image is distorting the clinical parameters
or maintaining the similar trend.

4.2 Software

To perform the evaluation process, we use the software FAZSeg[00] which gives 15 param-
eters related to the FAZ in the OCTA image. The 15 parameters that FAZSeg[00] outputs
are (i) Area, (ii) Diameter, (iii) Major Axis Length, (iv) Minor Axis Length, (v) Perimeter,
(Vi) Fiin, (Vil) Fppae, (viii) Inner Circle Radius, (ix) Eccentricity, (x) Circum Circle Radius,
(xi) Orientation, (xii) Tortuosity, (xiii) Vessel Diameter Index, (xiv) Circularity and (xv)
Vessel Diameter Index. The user interface of the FAZSeg[00] software can be seen in Fig
4.1.

& Mamas e - x

Iz I INSTRUCTIONS
i FAZ SEGMENTATION TOOL

20026347910
353790213263
188149+ 287945

1378800 11638
040826+-0 058487
25 9453435403

026056001733
07509140 044281

Measurement Table

FleNumber  FieName  EquiDismeter  MsjorAxisiength  MinorAxisLength  Perimeter Eccentricty  Fmin Fmax InerCicieRadis  CircumCirceRadius  Orlentation  Toruosity  VessslAvascularDensity  VesselDiameterindex  Area
1 0ipg 141988 w1719t ssas408 273410003 Moz smsoee  seeross Ty amssto 1022 13524 oases 2273 04006
1 0ip0 rasass sssemre sr0.1388 297720003 Measts  7zsmis seossi0 2986837 053 28813 13524 s 273 0ast0
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Figure 4.1: FAZSeg[(0] software being used to find the 15 parameters.
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4.3 Data

For the entire evaluation process we use the FAZID|[2| dataset. This dataset consists of
diabetic, normal and myopia images. For our evaluation process we use 10 normal images.

4.4 Experiment

As already mentioned, we take 10 normal images for evaluation. We remove the motion
artifacts from the images and upscale each image by x2 and x 3, thus now having 30 images
in total. The FAZSeg[(0] software is able to accept only 420x420 images. We manually
crop the upscaled images to size 420x420 centered in the FAZ, since that is the region of
interest to get the 15 parameters. In order to maintain the consistency of results rendered
by the FAZSeg[00] software, we run each image four times through the software and then
take an average of all the parameters.

After averaging the parameters for each image, we then move on to average the param-
eters for all the 10 images to understand the trend of the raw image and the extrapolated
image. The table 4.1 shows the averaged values across the 10 images. A p-value < 0.05
was considered significant for all statistical tests.

4.5 Result and Discussion

All statistical analyses were performed using SPSS version 20[57]. Table 4.1 shows the final
results of impact of FAZ dimensions before and after applied super resolution. Out the
15 different FAZ parameters, expect the circularity index, orientation, tortuosity all other
dimensions showed significant difference (p =< 0.05) after the super resolution.

In order to check the linear relationship between FAZ dimension before and after the
super resolution, a correlation plot was done for the common and widely used parameters
FAZ’s area, perimeter and circularity index. The results of correlation showed in figures
4.2, 4.3 and 4.4. All three parameters showed a positive and linear with all three param-
eter. However, the area and perimeter had an asymmetrical correlation co-efficient values
between x2 and x3. The highest correlation co-efficient (r> => 0.9) was seen between
x1 and X2 in circularity index and the least correlation co-efficient (r? =< 0.21) was
seen between x1 and x3 in area. These variation possibly due FAZSeg[00] application
limitation.
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Table 4.1: A comparison of FAZ parameters before and after super-resolution.

| Minor Axis Length (mm) | 580.2+61.33

| 1051.29+£113.59 | 1627.76+£179.19 | <0.001

Raw Image | (x2) (x3) p—Value®
(x1)
| Area (mm?) | 0.32 £ 0.07 | 1.08 £ 0.23 | 2.53 £0.45 | <0.001 |
| Circularity Index A | 0.75 £0.06 | 0.7520.07 | 0.7640.06 | 0.166 |
| Circumcircle radius (mm) | 382.594£47.17 | 714.16£94.77 | 1083.224£89.17 | < 0.001 |
| Diameter (mm) | 638.394£70.92 [ 1168.13+126.58 | 1788.33+161.72 | <0.001 |
| Eccentricity (mm) | 84.72424.68 | 191.53+40.69 | 302.45+49.64 | <0.001 |
| Frnaw (mm) | 761.91495.46 | 1426.24+189.95 | 2158.94+176.64 | <0.001 |
| Fin (mm) | 605.83+65.96 [ 1104.354+134.8 | 1672.56+175.95 | <0.001 |
| Inner circle radius (mm) | 264.61£25.49 | 477.68456.11 | 744.614£97.53 | <0.001 |
| Major axis length (mm) | 718.044£88.23 | 1336.15177.52 | 2021.5+£189.87 | <0.001 |
|
|
|
|

‘ Orientation (°) -15.21+14.09 -20.25+15.67 -18.37+12.67 ‘ 0.301
| Perimeter (mm) | 2328.99+340.34 | 4259.784598.54 | 6469.74+653.35 | <0.001
\ Tortuosity A \ 1.35+0.06 \ 1.3740.08 \ 1.4£0.08 \ 0.585
Vessel Avascular Density | 0.4240.01 0.35+0.01 0.2840.02 0.007
(VAD) a
Vessel Diameter Index | 29.21+0.73 39.55+1.55 44.5210.77 <0.001
(VDI) (mm)

mm:millimeters, A: dimensionless, °: degree, &: Friedman Test

41



FAZ Area (mm?)

3.50
.
3.00
.
. . . e
- y = 3.0511x + 1.5435

2.50 ! R* = 0.2052
)
» .
W 2.00 . * X 2
~ « ° ¢ X3
« T FF+1—F—F 1+ "+t 1 = Linear (X 2)

Linear (X 3)
1.50 L
| —
o B B Sy pe >
o -
1004 — -
.
........ y = 2.8088x + 0.1741
T R® = 0.6668
0.50
0.20 0.25 0.30 0.35 0.40 0.45 0.50
X1

Figure 4.2: Correlation between FAZ area measured before and after super-resolution.
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Figure 4.3: Correlation between FAZ perimeter measured before and after super-resolution.
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Chapter 5
Conclusion and future research

OCTA images help us for the diagnosis of retinal diseases. In this work, we first start
by removing one of the most difficult artifacts found in OCTA images - motion artifacts.
Initially, optometrists annotate the motion artifacts present in the images. Subsequently,
the annotated images undergo alignment using homography techniques. Following align-
ment, we simulate artificial motion artifacts in the images that closely resemble real ones.
Lastly, we develop a cardinal mask essential for effectively removing motion artifacts from
the images. This training methodology is adaptable across various architectures, making
it a versatile solution for mitigating these artifacts.

After the obtaining an image free from motion artifacts, we perform super-resolution
to enhance the qualtiy of the image. To address this, we propose an architecture capable
of upscaling LR images to higher dimensions with improved image quality. Initially, we
extract image features using a backbone architecture. Subsequently, we identify a random
point in the HR image and determine its corresponding spatial point in the extracted
feature map. From there, we define a semi-local region around this point and process
it through our proposed Overlapping Windows architecture. Finally, we employ a MLP
to predict RGB values based on the output of the overlapping window architecture. We
anticipate that our approach will benefit medical professionals in their diagnostic endeavors.

Regarding the drawbacks, it is a necessity to annotate the image every time to remove
the motion artifacts. One of the ideas for the future research could be to develop a system
which automatically annotates the motion artifacts. However, it would require a lot of
images and skilled optometrists to generate the training images. In case of super-resolution,
it is important to note that this algorithm carries a slightly higher computational overhead
due to its consideration of semi-local regions. There is room for optimizing computational
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efficiency without compromising accuracy while incorporating semi-local information. This
research serves as a foundation for future advancements in this field, paving the way for
more sophisticated algorithms and improved diagnostic capabilities in medical imaging.
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